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Dedication

This Manual is dedicated to the St. Clair County Teen and Adult
Volunteers who have made the St. Clair County Teen Court a
reality bysaving our future, one teen at dime.
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Letter from the Authors

The St. Clair County TeenCourt operatesa peerjury restorativejustice
modelprogram.Iin November2016, TeenCourt beganits third year of operation.
During theseyears,The TeenCourt hasgonefrom a pilot projectto arobust
operationthat conductstwo courts,simultaneously,one Saturdaymorningeach
month. Along the way, we haveadoptedforms, proceduresmanualstraining
agendasandinformational brochures.Since wereceiverequestsor someor all
of thesematerials,we decidedto compileandshare in book and electronicform,
all our materials sothat othercommunitiesand, especially,otherteens could
benefitfrom our efforts

TeenCourt, its developmeniand its ongoing operation,hastruly beena
work of love. St. Clair County TeenCourt is a projectof the St. Clair County
Juvenile JJusticeCouncil andhasreceivedfederalfunds. Without the supportof
theCouncilandSt at e 0 s, Brarndanketlynaadhis excellentteamof
assistantsSt. Clair County TeenCourt would not be areality. Our TeenCourt is
locatedin two classroomsat the St. Clair County Jail. Without the continued
supportof Sheriff Rick Watsonandhis deputies,TeenCourt could not have
grown andflourished. We aregrateful for their supportandencouragement.

All includedmanualsand forms caneasily b e modified to fit your
jurisdiction. For simplicity, we have often retainedSt. Clair County in the
forms aswell asourlocationsand personnel.Theseforms can be modified for
utilization in your community by inserting your respectivejurisdiction and
agenciesThe terms Youth Court and Teen Court areduséerchangeably in
many of oummaterials. Manyf our older forms have formatting errors due to
the computer age of their production. We apolo@izehis.

We sincerely hopethataccesdo our pilot program forms, and
procedureswill encourageandassistcommunitiesin creatingand providing

TeenCourts thereby helping t@ave our future, one teen at atime.

Judge(Ret.) Annette Eckert, St. Clair County TeenCourt Director

Zabelle Norsigian Vartanian, St. Clair County TeenCourt Administrator
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Evaluation of Youth CourRilot Project

Therewill be an ongoingobjectiveand subjectiveevaluationof the pilot project. Entry and
exit interviewswill be conductedvith randomlyselectedyouth, parentsandguardians.
Follow-up interviewswill beconductecverysix months.

Statisticswill be gatheredegarding recidivismandany chargediled againstthe defendants
Thesewill becomparedo overall recidivism statisticsin the Countythe Stateandthe nation

Ourgoalis lessthan10%recidivism.



St. Clair County Youth Court Summary

The St. Clair CountyYouth Court pilotprogramrepresents aalternative approacto juvenile
justice that holds the first-time nontviolent youth offendersaccountableghrougha sentence
imposedby their peers. The St. Clair County Youth Court emphasizesccountabilityand
responsibilityrather than traditional punitive measunégrebyfocusingon balanceand
restorativgustice which is the policy statemenbf the lllinois JuvenileCourt Act. (705ILCS
405/5101) The lllinois JuvenileCourt Act authorizesTeenCourts(705ILCS 405/5315and
705 ILCS 405/5301) and providesa funding mechanism(PA 93-0892 HouseBill 307). The
St. Clair CountyY outhCourtwill operateunderthepeerjury modelandwill beacollaborative
effort bythe St. Clair County Sheriffés Office, the St. Clair CountyState'sAttorney's Office
andthe St. Clair County Juvenile Justic€ommission.

St. Clair Youth CourtGoals

A\ A peerjury modelprogramthat usesadultandyouthvolunteers will be
implemented.

A Offenderswill goto Youth Courtwithin 30 daysof areferral aftera pleaof guilty,
and written consent (and parentalguardian consent also) to Youth Court
participation. The youth will begin his or her sentencewithin 14 days of the
hearing and complet& within the time given by theYouth Court jury. A
review/program rep must be presented tahe Youth Court within 90 daysafter
sentencing.

A Sentenceby the Youth PeerCourtJurymay include:

. Letterof apology

. Community service
. Youth peer juryduty
. Financialrestitution
. Essay

. Vision Board

A\ Successfucompletionof the sentencewill result inchargesnot beingfiled andno
finding of delinquencyor conviction. If the sentencds not completed,the case
will beturnedoverto the St. Clair County State'sAttorneyfor filing of the charge
and prosecution.Participantwho successfull)completeghe sentencewvill receivea
certificateof completion.

A The Youth Court program seeksto make youths accountablefor their mistakes
without branding them with a finding of delinquency, solong as the youth
completeghesentencémposedby his/herpeers.



A The Youth Court also seeksto educateand motivate youth volunteersand juries,
increasingtheir respectfor the community,each other, law enforcementand the
legalsystem.

A Youth Court seeksto be a preventionprogramfor Youth Court defendantsand
Youth Courtvolunteers.



Process

Youth is stoppedby a law enforcemenbfficer, andthe caseis referredto the State's
Attorney's Office. Youth is chargedwith anonviolent misdemeanoor felony offense Youth
hasno offense background. Uponmeview, a determinatioris made by the State'sAttorney's
Office whetherthe youthis eligible for Youth Court. If eligible, caseis then referredto the
Youth Court Administrator

1. Administratorcontactsyouthandparent ananakes appointmenor interview.

2. Administratorreviewsthe proces®of Youth Courtwith youthandparent.

3. Youthpleads guilty to offense charge (written form)

4. Youthaccepts Youth Court

5. Youthsignsconsento participatein Youth Court.

6. Parent/guardiasignsconsent.

7. Youthis givenYouthCourtdateat St. Clair CountyS h e r Depafftn@rdn courtroom.
8. Youth hasappearancwithin 45 daysof referral

9. PeerJuryimposessentence.

10. Sentenceompleted/reviewedithin 90 daysof theappearance.

11. No charges filed with successful completioandno finding of delinquency.If sentence

is not completed, charge sentto St. ClairCountyState'sAttorneyfor prosecution.



PLEA AND CONSENT FORM

age , having been charged with the offense of

' and having been
offereda referral toYouth Court, hereby pleaguilty to abovestated offensand requesthe

opportunityto appearin Youth Courton (courtdate). |
understandhat successfutompletion ofany Youth Courtsentencéy my peerswill meanno

chargeis filed andno finding of delinquency/guiltywill be entered.| alsounderstandhatif |

fail to completethe sentencemy casewill be referredto the St. Clair County State'sAttorney

for prosecution.
| acceptthese conditionandrequestreferralto the St. Clair CountyYouth Court.

Youth

Printname
l, (print name) parent/guardian
consentand requestthat youtf) be referredto
the St.Clair County Youth Court. | understandny participationandpresence andooperation
are necessaryor (print youth name)successful
completion.

Parent/Guardian

Printname
Date



PEER JUROR PROCESS

PeerJurorAttributes:

Beagel3or in high schoothroughagel7 or in the twelfth grade.
Possesaninterestin helpingpeers.

Be committedto the peerjury — havewillingnessto work with police,other teens,
andthe community.

Beof goodcharacter.

Live in St.Clair County.

No personalnvolvement with law enforcementwithin five months.

Interestin programshould benitiated by the teenwith parentor guardianapproval.
Teenmayberecommendedo participateasajuror or havevolunteeredand been
acceptedy the TeenCourtOfficials.

Application for Youth Court:

PeerdurorApplication Form

(0]
(0]

(0]
(0]

o

Form iscompletedonly by theteen

Application is reviewedby Adult coordinator,in atimely mannerpnce
applicationsarereceived

Parent/Guardiai€onsenis needed

Understandingand supportof the peerjury programis a must for the peer
juror's parentor guardian

Informationaboutthe program is providedothe parentor guardianmay give
informed consent foris/herson/daughteto participateasa peerjuror.

Orientation/traininaf peerjurors:

Orientation/trainingsto includeboth peerjurors andtheir parentor guardian
if such choose to atten@ive anoverview of the PeerJuryProgramincluding
history andphilosophy Explainthe expectationsndresponsibilitiesof peer

jurors:

Confidentiality

Appropriate behavior

Commitmentto andseriousatureof the program
Appropriatedresode

Peejjury processncluding deliberationtechniques
Roleof police departmentandotherinvolved agencies.



Appointment

Peerjurorsinitially apply via theirhigh schoolsand are ultimately appointedoy the
TeenCourt Officials.

An applicantmust be between theagesf 13 or in high schooland17 or in thetwelfth grade.
An applicantmust live in St.Clair County.
Applicationsare available at various St.Clair County high schools.

Attendance

TeenCourt meetsonceeachmonthor more oftendependingon the casdoad.PeerJury
sessionbegin at 10:30 a.m.andareusually over by 2:00p.m.

It is essentiathat aPeerduror attend asmany meetingsaspossible. When jurors fail to attend
the programrunsthe risk of not having enoughjurors to hearthe docket of cases.

If apeerjuror isnot ableto attendaPeerdurymeeting thejuror should notify the

PeerJury coordinatoror other designeasfar in advanceof the absenceaspossible.



ST.CLAIR COUNTY YOUTH COURT
CODE OF CONDUCT

Preamble

Youth Courtmemberships a privilege,not aright. Privilegescan be lost if you
fail to actin a responsiblenannerand within the confinef the law. As a
youth court member, you are expectedo serve asa role model for your peers
at all times You therefore must maintain high standards conductand
encourageothermembergo do the same. You should betemperateanddignified
and refrainfrom all illegal andmorally reprehensibleonduct Becauseof your
position,even minor violationsof law maytendto lesserpublic confidencan
theentire youth courtprogram.Since youthcourtis designedo promote law
abidingbehavior, your behavior mubt consistentwith that purpose.

Rules of Conduct
As a memberof youthcourt,you must aide by thefollowing rules:

1. Youmustnotengagen illegal conduct. Volunteersmust be offense free
for five months andall casesnust have a final disposition.

2. You must not engagein conductinvolving dishonestyfraud, deceit, or
misrepresentation.

3. You must not knowinglyus e perjuredor false testimonyor statements.

4. You must reveal any false statements, testimony or @wdenceused,
or anyotherfraud perpetrated, irany Youth Court hearing.

5. Youmustmaintainthe confidentialityof theYouth Court proceedings.

6. You must participatéree of bias or prejude toward any otheperson'saage,race, sex,
religion, national originor disability.

7. You mustappear prompthandprepared or all Youth Courttrainingsessios andcourt
appearancesnlessexcused.

8. You, as ayouthcourtmembeyr mustdres appropriatelywhenparticipating in a
youthcourtproceedingNo denim,hats, shorts, T-shirtsor tanktops.

-10-



9. You must perform your role aseffectively and competentlyaspossible.

10.You must treat with courtesyand consideation allpersonsnvolvedin youth
court proceedings.

11.You mustnotlet any outside influence,such as other members, parents

fellow Studentsor your own selfinterestaffect your actionsand decisionsin
how to proceed.

12.You must notify theyouth court directorimmediatelyif you are arrested
convicted ofa crime, or suspended from school.

13.You mustreportto theyouth court staff or any board membey conduct of
othermembersyou believdo bein violation of theseRulesof Conduct.

14.You mustrepresentyour educationtraining, experience, andompetencieas
they represent to younvolvementin Youth Court.

PeerJurorSignature Date

-11-



OATH OFCONFIDENTIALITY

| solemnly svear or affirmthat | will not divulge,
eitherby words orsigns, anynformation aboutctual
cases which comes to mydwledge in the courssf
my youth court experience and thawill keep secret
all proceedings imvhich | am involved.

Further, | understand that if | break confidentiality by
telling anyone else the names of the other youth court
defendants or any othepecific details of the case
which may identity that youth, | will be terminated
from the St. Clair County Youth Court Program.

Youth CourtPeg Juror
Youth CourtVolunteer

-12-



PERSONS OR ROLES INOUTH COURT

Thebailiff callsthecourt toorder,announceghe caseadministershe
oath,escortdndividuals in andoutof thecourtoom, andcloses
proceedings.

The court clerk keepstherecordsof thecase.

Themoderatoris anadultvolunteemwho actsasajudge. Hésheguideshe courtroomprocess
by giving jurors adviceandkeepingpropercourroom decorum

The jurorsquestionthe respondentparentandotherwitnessesthey
considertheevidencepresented abotite respondent'sawarenes®f the
harmcausedall victims,withessessuggestionabouthow to repairthe
harm,andrespondent'seedfor competencydevelopmentand
communityinvolvementin thedisposition;andtheydecideuponthe
dispositiorfor therespondent.

Thepresidingjuror, sometimescalledthejury forepersonensureghateachuror
hasachanceto participatefully andfairly, andthat thgury decidesupona
dispositionmeetingestorativgusticegoals.

Theparentor guardianis requiredo participatan youth courtwith his or her child.
He or shegivestestimonyaboutherespondenindmakessuggestions
aboutwhatthe respondemeedsdescribeshe impactof the crimeor

violationon the family, and makesuggestion®f ways the

respondent coultepairthe harm

Therespondentis thejuvenilewho is beingsentencedlhe respondent
mustacknowledgeresponsibility for thecrimein orderto cometo youth courandmust
accepthedisposition.

The victimincludeseach personwho has beendirectly harmedby the
respondentthe family of the respondentand the community.Victims
may testify at thehearingin personor by submittinga writtenstatement.
Sometimeghevictim doesnot givea statemenbut the peerjury members
considertheimpactof the respondent'sictionson all the victims.

Witnesss anyonejncludingvictim, parentsor guardian,andrespondentwho testifies
during the hearing.
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ST.CLAIR COUNTY YOUTH COURT
MASTER PROCEDURE

1. Bailiff "Everyone pleaserise. The Youth Court of St.Clair County is now in session
TheHonorable Youth Moderator, , presiding.

2. Moderator entersand sits in chair.
3. Bailiff: "Pleasébe seatecand quiet in the courtroom".

4. Judge: "GoodEvening This is the openingsessiorof theSt. ClairCounty Youth Court. |
wantto thankeachand every one of you for being here tonight andparticipating inour Youth
Court.

"The businessof this court is very serious. The defendantswho appearbeforeyou today are
guilty of the chargesthat have been made againstthem. They have violated alaw of the Stateof
lllinois and have voluntarily chosento comebefore this court to have ajury of people their own
age decidewhat sentencethey should receive for their actions. Even though the defendants
have violated the law, they deserveyour respect and attention. Itakes certain courage for the
defendantsto be here, and | am sure that if you were in their shoes,you would want a fair
hearing. Therefore, everyonein the courtroom must remainquiet during and between
proceedingsand give his or her complete attention to what happenshere. If you fail to do so, |
will haveto askyou to leavethe courtroom."

"l also emphasizethat everything that occurs in this courtroom is to remain confidential; that
particularly includes the names of defendantslf you discusswhat occurs heretonight with
personswho are not present,you might be subject to prosecution and will certainly not be
permitted to continue to participate irthe St. ClaitCounty Youth Court Program.”

"Will the Clerk please call the first caseand swear in thejury?"

5. Clerk: "The St. Clair County Youth Courtcalls casenumbe -YC-
In the matterof

"Will thejury pleaserise.”

"Do you solemnly swearto listen carefully to all the evidenceand testimonypresented in
this case,to determinea sentence whichs fair, and to keep secreand confidentialall
said proceedingsvhich may be held in your presence? I$o,pleaseanswer,

"I will."

fPlease be seatedd
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6. Moderator: i You are here to decide an appropriate
Will the responden

"Does anyone on the jury know the respondent?"
"Do each of you believe that you can make a fair
determinatiorof sentencing in this case"?

A "Does the respondenticceptthis jury panel"?

To T

o

7. Moderator: "The Respondenis chargedwith:

The police report will be read.

(The moderatorwill ask the Respondento come forward and direct
Clerk to deliver the oath to respondeny.

8. Clerk : fiStand and raiseyour right hand. Do you solemnly swear that the
testimony you are aboutto give is the whole truth so helpyouGo d 0 ?

9. Moderator directs respondentto:
a. Take a seatin the witnessstand
b. Explain the eventsin his/her own words

10. The Moderator will turnto thejury and ask if jurors have any questiondor the
respondent.

11. The Jurors will questionthe respondenand gain furtherinsightinto the
circumstancesuroundingthe decisionthe respondentadethat led to his/her
actions.

12. The moderator then turns to the jury and statesthe following:

a. "Ladies andgentlemen of the Jury, the respondent hasadmitted to the offense of

. Thisoffense if committed by an adult,could be punishable by
You have heard the facts of this offense as stated in the police
reportandby therespondentand the respondent'sother statements made before
you duringthis hearing. | now charge you with the duty of determining, on the
basis of thesefacts and statementsyhat remedy should be imposedupon the
respondent.”

13. The respondent andhis/ her parent or guardian willbe dismissed to the lobby
pendingthe Peer Jury deliberation.

14. Bailiff will escort parent/guardiarand respondentout of the
courtoom for deliberation.

15. The recommendationis determined and applicable forms recommending
-15-
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the specific sentenceare completed.

16. The respondenand his/her parent or guardianwill return to thecourtroomandthe
respondenstandswhile the moderator announceshePer Jury's findings.

17. The moderator asksthe respondentif he/shewill have any problems
in complying with the sentence. Then if he/shedesiresthe
moderatormakesany necessarychanges, signferms andgives a copy
to the respondent.

18. The respondentand his/herparent(s)or guardian(s)are asked if they
haveany questions. Ithereare questionsthe moderatorand/or jurors
answerthem.

19. Moderator :  "Mr./Ms. the members of the
jury havedone their duty here tonight. Their decision
was a groupdecision.

Respecttheir decisionjust asyou will want arespondento respect your
decision if you come back asajuror. Onbehalf of everyone here,l wish
you good luck, we hopeyou will not be in any more troublewith the

l aw. O

(At this point moderator may wish to make comments about consequence®f repeating this
or

any illegal act, what consequencesmay be as an adult with this offense, how lucky the client
wasto be referredto Youth Court, andor other appropriate comments.

20. Moderator: "At this time you may report to the Youth Court Coordinator or
adultvolunteer where your rights and obligations concernig thedetained
remedywill be explained."

21. The respondentand his/herparent or guardian are remindedof their responsibility to
thecourt in carrying out work assignments and the offenderis given a retun date
for his/herpossiblecourt release.

22. Moderator: "Members of thejury and court personnel,thank you for the respect
you havegiven to the respondentand the law. Pleaseremember
your duty to uphold the oath of confidentiality concerning these
proceedings."”

23. Moderator: "You arealle x cused. 0O

-16-



24. The respondenteavesthe court room and meetswith acoordinatoror adult volunteer.

25. (Jurors will be askedto remain if thereis a subsequentase)

-17-



DISPOSITION OPTIONS IN YOUR YOUTH COURT

Community Service

Jury Duty

Education Classes
Mediation

Vision Board

Letter of Apology

Oral Apology

Counseling

Peer Discussion Groups
Other Creative Dispositions
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PROCESS
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SUMMARY OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY TEEN COURT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS

| . PreCourt Process
A. Stateds Attorneyds Office sends the Teen Cou
Offense, and the Teen Court Administrator sends copigetBvaluator and Director
B. Administrator sends a letter to the parents to make an appointment
C. Parents may either:
1. Respond (see below)
2. No response
a. After two attempts, Teen Court Administrator sends
Prosecution form to St ammeds Attorneyds Off
To the Evaluator and Director

b. No Response Form is found in Section 3

Il. Response Procedure
A. Parents and Teen come in for appointment
1. An Intake Form is completed and Offender admits guilt and agrees to Teen Court
Use Al nt akenSedion®o0 found i
Parents and Offender sign Contract

ARul es and Regulations Formo is given to P

a bk~ 0N

Appearance Notice with Date of Hearing is provided to Parents and Offender

B. Teen Court Administrator sendr fiHearing Form

lll. Day of Court
A. Case is Heard
B. Hearing is Completed
1. AVerdict Formo is completed by Moderator
2. ivVerdict Formo is brought to Teen Court Ad
3. Parents and Offender come to teen Court Administrator and dibeuserdict and
Restorative Justice Sentence.
4. Parents and Offender come to Teen Court Administrator (all 3) sign the form

-21-



5. Parents and Offender go to the Evaluator and Community Service Coordinator for
demographic information collection and discussion ohicwnity service when.

appropriate

IV. Completion of Sentence Form
A. Teen Court Administrator oversees completion by Offender of Restorative Justice Sentence

B. Teen Cour't Admi ni strator sends confirmati on

Evduator, and Director

V. Certificate of Completion
A. The teen Court Administrator completes a certificate of completion
B. The certificate is presented to the teen at a Teen Court Graduation which

occurs monthly prior to the Teen Court session. Treats are provided.

-22-



COURTPROCESS

On the day of TeenCourt, the peerjurors arerequestedo be at the Court twenty minutesprior to
graduates andffenders arriving.This givesthemanopportunityto socialize.

Approximately 15 minutes prior to graduationor court begins,the Director/Moderatorcalls the
program toorder. The numberof graduatesndcasesare discussed. The Director/Moderatorreviewswith
the jurors the importanceof their presenceand their responsibilityto listen and ask questions, Th&®ath of
Confidentiality and its importanceare reviewed. The three rules of restorative justiceare reviewedand
discussed.

Finally, theModeratorselectsaclerk, bailiff and forepersofor (her/his)courtroom.

All jurors and volunteerson duty that dayare presentfor graduation. The graduatesand family sit
in the first row. Eachgraduateis called forward, introduced given a certificate of completion,graduation
diplomg St. Clair County Teen Courtpin, congratulatios and applause. The moderatorthen asksthe
teen graduatabouthis/herrestorativgusticesentence The graduatedescribewvhattheydid. The moderator
theninquires aboutvhat remedywas importantand what remedywill havethe mostlong-lastingaffect. A
discussion generallipllows. The peerjurors are interestedand assistedby this information. Ithelpsthem
formulate restorativgisticesentences futurecases.

Graduationthen concludesandthe families andteensjoin the volunteers angbeerjurors for snacks.
Courtresumegor hearingsn approximatelyl5 minutes.

We have found that having graduatios and celebratingthem is beneficialfor our graduatesteen
jurors andvolunteerslt is highly motivatingandeducationalvhenheld beforeour teencourthearings.

-23-



VOLUNTEER DUTIES AND PROCESSON COURT DAYS

Hosts on SaturdaysOnevolunteelis assignedo eachteenoffenderand familyandmentos and guides
themthroughthe processn the court dayandstayswith the OffendersandParentastheywait prior to the
trial. Onevolunteelis assignedo eachgraduateandguidesthe individualthroughthe graduatiorprocess
andceremony.

GreeterOneVolunteeractsasa greeteifor thosewho appeafor TeenCourtand welcomeghem.
TheGreetercanhavethe volunteers and peer jur@igntheconfidentialityoathanddirectjurors and
teen dfenderswith their families to theappropriateoom/person.

A volunteer is needetb performcourtroomduties aseeded.

A volunteertakeschargeof orderingandsettingup forfood andrefreshment$muffins, pizza, bottled
water,etc)

Volunteers aralsoassignedo actascouriersandrunnergo bringverdicts andelay informatiorfor the
TeenCourt Administratorthe Evaluatorandthe CommunityServiceSupervisor.

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AT TEEN COURT

Courtroom Moderator
Court Day Overseer
Reception Hostess
Graduation Host
Graduation Escort
Courtroom Aid
Sign-In Director
Offender 1 Mentor
Offender 2 Mentor
Offender 3 Mentor

-24-



TEEN OFFENDERFORMS
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TEEN COURT REFERRAL

TO: St. Clair County TeenCourt Administrator

St. Clair County TeenCourt Evaluator

FROM: St.Clair CountySt a A & © e rQffeg/ -GusenileDivision

RE.: Referral of to St. Clair County

TeenCourt

CHARGES:

CASE NO: -TC-

Attachedpleasefind the police reportsrelevantto this case.

-26-



September , 2014

St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite 5
Belleville, IL 62220

Dear ,

The St. Clair County TeenCourt hasreceiveda referralfor your son/daughter,
. This programis avolunteer programwhich permitsyour child to avoid

beingprocessedhrough the juveniletriminal justice system.For your child'sreferral to be
processedandto initiate participationin the St. Clair County TeenCourt program,anintake
needsto be scheduled. An intakeis aninterview with your child andyou, the parentand/or
guardiant o acquireanaccountor descriptionof the offensecommittedin the words of your
child. In orderto participatein the St. Clair County Teen Court, your child mustadmit guilt
regardingthe offensein question.If your child or you choosenot to participatein this program,
your child'scasewill bereturnedto the St. Clair County State's Attorney'©ffice and mayresult

in aformal petition or chargewith the court.Please contact me at 618 within 5 days
of receipt of this letter to schedule your intake appointment. | look forward to meeting you and
having participate in our program.

Sincerely,

ZabelleN. Vartanian
St. Clair County TeenCourt Administrator

-27-



NOTICE OF INVALID ADDRESS

TO. AssistantState'sAttorney
FROM:  TeenCourtAdministrator
TODAY'S DATE:

JUVENILE NAME:

The abovenamedminor cannotbe contactedat the addressand phonenumberlisted in the police
report.

Thankyou,

TeenCourt Administrator
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TO: St. ClairCountyState'sAttorney'sOffice, JuvenileDivision
FROM: ZabelleVartanian,St. ClairCountyTeenCourtAdministratorand

St. ClairCountyTeenCourtEvaluator

Referralof to St. Clair County TeerCourt

CHARGE(S).

CASENO: TC

Thisis to adviseyou that, afterbeing contactetdy the St. ClaitCountyTeenCourt,theabove
youth/parenfguardian

hasfailed to contact TeerCourtfor anappointment

has declinedthe TeenCourtreferral

Theabovecase igeferredto your office for prosecution.
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St. Clair County TeenCourt

Confidential
Intake Form
Juvenile Name: Case#: B TC#
Address City: Zip:
School Year. Grades
DOB: Age:

Parent/Guardian:

Homephone Parent/Guardiawork Phone
E-mail:

Offense(s)

Dateoccurred:

Comments abouiffense:

Victim Name:

Victim PhoneNumber:

Victim Statement:

-30-



In-School/Outof-School Activities:

Future Plans

Hobbies/Interests

Do you use:

Alcohol:

Drugs

Other

Frequency

Frequency
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300 WestMain Street,Suite 5
Belleville, IL 62220
618

St. Clair County TeenCourt

Confidential
CONTRATAGREEMENT
JuvenileName Casef T.C.
Address: City Zip
Telephore DOB: Age
Offense(s)
Date Occurred

I, , havingbeenacceptedasa
participantin the St. Clair County TeenCourt Program,herebyagreeto the following:

1. | herebyadmit, for the purposeof the TeenCourt Program,that | have committedthe
offense(s)for which | havebeenreferredto TeenCourt.

2. | understandthat my police reportsand other report containinginformationregarding
the offense(s)l committed will be sharedandviewed by the TeenCourt Coordinatoronly.

3.1 agreeto participatein the TeenCourt Program,during which time the

offense(s)l havecommitted will be held dormantandwill not be chargedby the St. Clair County
State'sAttorney'sOffice nor be returnedto the referring sourcependingsuccessfulcompletion
of the program.

4.1 agreeto betruthful with TeenCourt Coordinatorsandthe TeenCourt PeerJury.
5. | herebyagreeto cooperate fullyvith andfollow the instruction and guidelinesof the

TeenCourt Program,TeenCourt Staff, TeenCourt PeerJury, community serviceproviders,and
any other participantsof the TeenCourt Program.
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6. | agreeto attendall scheduled’eenCourtsessions. understandhata failureto
appeain TeenCourtwhen schedulechayresult inmy terminationfrom the programandfurther
resultin the offense(s)peingreturnedo thereferring agencynd/orresultin beingcharged and
prosecutedby the St. ClairCounty State'sAttorney's Office

7. I understandhat| amobligatedto performcommunity servicepayrestitution, write
an essaywrite an apologyletterto the victims, verballyapologizeto the victims, or any other
resolutionassignedo mebytheTeenCourt PeerJury.

8. | understandhat| maybeterminated fronthe TeerCourtProgramif

a. | fail to complywith any of theconditionsand guidelinesf theTeen
CourtProgram.

b. | commitanycriminal offense.

C. | requesto beterminated fronthe program.

9. | understandhat if | amterminated fronthe TeenCourtProgrammy offensés) will
bereturnedbackto thereferringagencyandmayresultin prosecutiorby the St. Clair County
State'sAttorney's Office.

| HEREBY DECLARE THAT THIS TEEN COURT PARTICIPATIONAGREEMENTHAS
BEENREAD BY ME OR TO ME AND THAT | UNDERSTANDITS REQUIREMENTS
AND AGREE TOITS CONDITIONS.

Parent/Guardian

Juvenile

Theabovestatementvasreadto andsignedby the juvenileandhis or her parent/guardianA
copywasprovidedto them.

TeenCourt Administrator

Date
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APPEARANCE NOTICE

You, , areto appearbeforethe St. Clair County TeenCourton
Saturday, ,at , atthe St. Clair CountyS h e r Defgartméntat 700 North
5 Street,Belleville, lllinois, accompaniedoy a parentor guardianon the dateand timescheduled
by the TeenCourt Administrator.

Instructionsfor Juvenile Offenders

Pleasedressappropriately.Enclosedare the Rulesand Regulationsof TeenCourt regarding
dress,behavior,and generalguidelines.

Pleasebring this AppearanceNotice with you to the TeenCourt.
Pleasecheckin with the TeenCourt Administrator or his/herrepresentative.

Juvenile Offender and parent/guardiarwill be seatedin the appropriatewaiting room to be called
for trial.

Juvenileoffender and parent/guardiarwill be questionedregardingthe offense.

Juvenileoffender and parent/guardiarwill betakento a placeto wait while the TeenCourt Peer
Jurydeliberates andeterminessanctions.

Juvenileoffender and parent/guardiarwill be summonedto the room for imposition of sanctions.

Following sanctions,juvenile offenderand parent/guardiarwill meetwith TeenCourt personnel
to completecertain forms.

Upon completion of sanctionsjuvenile offender and parent/guardiarwill berequiredto reappear
in TeenCourt to reportcompletionof sanctions.

THIS NOTICE TO APPEARHASBEENREVIEWED AND RECEIVEDBY JUVENILE
OFFENDER AND PARENT/GUARDIAN.

Juvenile Offender

Parent/Guardian

TeenCourt Administrator
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF TEEN COURT

The rulesand regulationsof the court arefor the offendersandall other participantsin the room.
The mostimportantthing regardingdressandbehavioris to show respectfor the proceedingsat
all times.

DRESS:

Be neatandclean.

Wearshoes.

Wear appropriateattire (i.e. a nice shirt with a collar, sweater,blouse,dress khakis). If jeansare
worn, they must be free of tears,holes,andfit properly aroundthe waist. Jeanghatfit loosely
aroundthe hips sothat underclothingshowswill not be allowed.

No gangcolors or paraphernaliano profanelanguageor illustrations, andno alcohol, tobacco,or
otherdrug referencedisplayedon clothing.

Skirts must be of anappropriatelength. No "mini* skirts will be allowed.

No tank, halter, or similar topswith thin strapsthat show one's back, cleavageor midriff. If such
topsareworn, anouter shirt or sweatermustcover them.

No shorts.

No hats.

BEHAVIOR:

Be courteousandrespectfulto all participants.
Do not display angeror lose your temper.

Be alert and attentive.

Be well informed and businesdike.

Speakloudly andclearly.

Standup straightand keephandsout of pockets.
Refrain from any unnecessaryalking.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

When requiredto answera questionswith a "yes" or "no" responseanswer'yes" or "no."
No gum chewing.

No chewingtobaccoor smoking cigarettesof any kind.

No eatingor drinking in the courtroom.

No cameraor recording devicesare allowed.

No pagers,beepersglectronictabletsor cellular phones.

If your dressand behaviordo not follow theseguidelines,you will be askedto leavebefore
TeenCourt convenesThis dressand behaviorcodeis for all offendersand participants,new
andreturning.

Reportto TeenCourt on time andcheckin upon arrival with the TeenCourt Administrator.

St. Clair CountyTeenCourt
6183655158
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CONFIDENTIAL VERDICT FORM

We, the peerjury of the St. Clair CountyTeenCourt,havingheardthe statemenof the teen
offenderandhavingquestionedheteenandheard othestatementpresentedjnd thefollowing
restorativgusticesentencéo bein the bestinterestof theyouth,the parent/guardiarthevictim,
andthe community.

JuvenileName (Offense(3

Phone Email

Case# TC Court Date

() Hours of Community Service ( ) Location

() andwrite a wordessayabout:
( ) Writea word essayconcerninghe offenseentitled

( ) Writea word apology to

() Verballyapologizeto

() Counseling

—~

) Serveasajuror onSaturday, at theSt. ClairCountyTeenCourt.

( ) Createa Vision Board

( ) Readthe book andwrite a word essay
regardingwhatyou learnedand how it affectsyou.

() Interviewa CountyJail inmateguilty of a similar offenseandwrite a word essay
on whatyou learnedrom theinterview.

( ) Othe

Moderator:

Offender
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ST.CLAIR COUNTY TEEN COURT

COMPLETION OF RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE SENTENCE

| herebycertify that , casenumber
TC hascompletechis/herrestorativgustice sentence.

Administrator,St. Clair CountyTeenCourt

Cc: St. Clair CountyState'sAttorney's Office
Administrator
Evaluator
Youth
Parent
Moderator
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January27, 2016

Dear Ms. Doe,

CongratulationsJanehascompletedall her assignmentgor TeenCourt. As you know,
| just finished reading her apology and essaythis evening.Indeed,| wasimpressed

. Most definitely, Janeis avery matureyoung lady, who writes exceptionallywell for
oneher age.| especiallfliked herline "Staying true to yourself enhancesyour creativity and
givesyou a different outlook of life." This was very good; however,"But onceyou find
yourself in whateveryou do, creativity will startracing like aflowing river" was even better.
Theseareoutstandingdeas There areseveralmore that| could quote. Suffice it to saythat
Janedid afantasticjob with her writing, andyou have everyright to be very proud of her.
Pleasesharemy thoughtswith her. | told her my feelings, but | feel that praisecanand should
be repeated!

All of this said, Janeis now scheduledto graduateon February6 before the beginning of
our court sessionson that date. Graduationis a required stepin the TeenCourtprocess;onceJane
receivesher graduationcertificate, her obligationsto TeenCourtwill be totally completedWe
shall have Jane'sgraduationat 10:15 A.M. Thus, pleasearrive atthe County Jail at 10:00A.M.

We have moved graduationsothatit commencedeforethe court casesbeginin orderto avoid
long wait times for the graduatesaswas occurring when we had graduatiorafter the court cases
concludedIncidentally, graduatioris aratherbrief procedureas| explained.

Pleasedo call me if you have any questionsor concerns.My phonenumberis 3655158.
Thank you againfor your excellentcooperation.PleasecongratulateJaneagain for me.

Have a wonderful day,

Zabelle N. Vartanian
Teen Court
Administrator
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Teen Court

A Project of the St. Clair County Juvenile Justice Cot

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLE 5=
This Award Certifies Tha

Has Successfully complete

St. Clair County Teen Cour

St.Clair County St. Clair County

Teen Court ._.mm.:.Ooc:
Director Administrator
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FORMSFORPEERJURORS
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PEERJURORGENERAL INFORMATION
APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1. The Administratorsendsaletterto eachSchoolDistrict Superintendenwith copiesto the
respectivehigh schoolprincipalsexplainingthe programandrequesting BerJuror
nomineesEachschoolis designate@ specificnumberof Peer dirorsbasedn school
population.The letterto the schoobfficials alsoincludesrequirementsor the Peer
Jurors.

2. Oncethe namesof thenomineesrereceived frontheschoolsthe Administratosends
theTeenCourt Application Formsto the schoolswith a seladdressedstamped envelope
for the schoobfficial to useto mail the applicationsbackto the Administrator.Also,
includedwith eachof theapplicationformsarea BasicdnformationSheetanda Rules&
RegulationsSheet.The studentsareto betold to keepthe lattertwo items.

3. The Application Form consistof threepagespersonalnformationpage student
personatommentparagrapland parentonsenpage andadultrecommendatiopage.

4. Theschoolofficial hasthenomineexompletethe applications andhailstheformsto the
Administratoraccordingto thetime frameestablishedby the Administrator.

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONSAND SELECTIONOF PEERJURORS

1. The Administratorreviewsthe applicationsand,for eachdeemedpplicable sendsa
letter of welcometo the prospectivel eenJurorwith two insertsto bereturnedn an
enclosedckself-addressedstampedenvelopeThesetwo pagesarea Release dfiability
anda PressVaiver. A requestedeturn dates included.(Pleasenotethat thusfar the
schoolshavebeenphenomenah their choiceof nominees.)

2. In the welcomingletter,theincomingPeerJurors arénvitedto attendthe Annual
Trainingfor newandreturning Peedurors.

3. At the TrainingSessionthe PeerJurorssigntheir PersonaDathof Confidentialityand
aregiven theCodeof Conductto peruseandsign.

SERVING AS PEERJURORS

1. Oncethe Peer drorshaveattendedhe TrainingSessiontheyareableto sit onajury. If
theymiss theTraining, eitherthereis a schedulednakeup sessionpr they must
initially view a courtsessiorin actionprior to participatinghemselves.

2. Priorto eachsessionPeerJurorsmustsignthe GroupConfidentialitysheetaswell asthe
general signn sheet.

3. Beforeeachsessionthe Judgeeviewswith the PeerJurorsthe purposeof TeenCourt
andRestorativelustice generalquestiongo cover,andbasicbehavior.
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ST.CLAIR COUNTY TEENCOURT
300West MainStreetSuiteb
Belleville,IL 62220

Dr. JohnDoe, Superintendent

Belleville TownshipHigh SchoolDistrict 201
920 N.lllinois Street

Belleville, IL 62220

DearDr. Doe:

Initially, pleaseallow meto introducemyself.My nameis ZabelleVartanianandl ampresently
serving asAdministratorof the St. ClairCountyTeenCourt,whichis a projectof the St. Clair
CountyJuvenileJusticeCouncilaswell asa cooperativeeffort of the Sheriff anthe State's
Attorney.JudgeAnnetteEckertis the Directorof the TeenCourt,and Anne Yatesis the
Evaluator. Itis in my capacityasAdministratorthat| amwriting to youto seekyour support.

Beforel presenimy requestfor yourassistancdet meprovideyou with a generabverviewof
TeenCourt.Basically,this is a pilot programin St. Clair Countythatprovidesan alternative
approacho juvenilejusticefor first-time, nonviolent youthoffendersagesl2-17 with no
criminal backgroundSuchanindividual stoppedby a St. ClairCounty LawEnforcemenOfficer
is offered TeenCourtalternative byecommendatioof the State'sAttorney's Office. Following
this, I, asthe TeenCourt Administrator contactthe teenandtherespective parerndhold a
meetingwith same . Thefollowing stepshenoccur:

1. YouthacceptsTeenCourt

2. Youth pleadsguilty to the offense charge(written form)

3. Youth signs consertb participaten TeenCourt

4. Parentguardiansignsconsent

5. Youthis given TeerCourt dateon Saturdaymorning atL0:00A.M. atthe

St. Clair CountySheriffsDepartmenin the courtroom
Youth hasa hearingwithin 30 daysof arrest
Peer Jurymposessentencafterhearingcase.

Sentenceompletedandreviewedwithin 90 daysof arrest

© ©o N ©

If successfutompletionno chargdiled andno delinquency.If sentencenot
completedchargesent tathe St. Clair CountyState'sAttorney'soffice for
prosecution.

Suchis a succinctexplanationof TeenCourt. Of course parent/guardiaandteenalike havethe
right to refuseTeenCourtfrom the outsetif eitherso desireslf this occursthechargeis sentto
the St. Clair CountyState'sAttorney'soffice for prosecution.
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Now, returningto my requestvhichinvolvesyour studentsas youprobablynoted,apeerjury is
includedin this program Concerninghis peerjury, we wishto utilize studentgrom the varios
St. Clair Countyhigh schoolgo serveasmemberdor this group.Thus,we areaskingfor the
faculty of each schodio recommendive studentghattheyfeel would be bestcapabldo serveas
jurorsfor TeenCourt.

In this regard we areseekingstudentwith thefollowing characteristics:
1. Are betweentheagesof 13-17 or in twelfth grade

Rankin grade< throughl12

Live in St. Clair County

Represengood character

Haveawillingnessto work with police,otherteensandthecommunity

o g & w b

Possesan interesin helpingpeers
7. Displaya clearecordof behavioffor at leasthe pastive months

Of coursepnce thenamesarereceivedwe shall providean applicationfor thestudentdo
completeaswell asparent/guardiasonsentormsto havecompletel.

Thecandidatesmeedto know thattheirtime commitmentwill includejury duty oneSaturdaya
month,usuallythefirst Saturdayof eachmonth,from 10:00A.M. to 2:00P M. In addition,a
trainingsessions plannedfor thestudent@andparent/guardiaralike,to beheldon a Saturdayat
the Belleville Campu®f Lindenwood University.

| would very muchappreciatet if you wouldlet meknow if your schooldistrictis willing to
participaten the TeenCourt ProgramPleaseemailmeat by
Friday, 20 __ . If you do choos¢o participateandwe truly hopeyou
will, we wouldlike to havethe namef yourfive candidatesent tomeby email
(ZVartaniar@charter.netby Friday, 20__ .l shallthen
arrangdo send theapplicationformsto the respectivendividuals.

If you haveanyquestion®r suggestiongyleasado not hesitatdo call or emailme.l amquite
awarethatthis is agreat deabf informationto digestin essencaye areattempting an
extremelyimportantandvaluableprogramand,fundamentallywe needyour support Most
definitely, this endeavorcanonly succeedvith your help. Thankyouin advancdor yourtime.

Sincerely,

TeenCourtAdministrator

cc: JaneDoePrincipal
JohnDoe,Principal
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(SUPERINTENLCENT LETTER FOR SUBSEQUENTYEAR)

Dr. JohnDoe, Superintendent

Belleville Township High SchoolDistrict 201
920 N. Illinois Street

Belleville, IL 62220

DearDr. Doe:

Onceagain,| am contacting yowas| am continuing to serveasAdministrator of the St. Clair
County TeenCourt, which is a projectof the St. Clair County JuvenileJusticeCouncil aswell as
acooperativeeffort of the Sheriff andthe State's AttorneyJudgeAnnette A. Eckertis the
Director of the TeenCourt. Itisin my capacityas Administrator of the TeenCourt thatl am
writing this letter and onceagainseekingyour support.

Before | presentmy requestfor your assistancelet me briefly review TeenCourt. Basically, this
is a programin St. Clair Countythat providesan alternative approachto juvenile justice for first-
time, nonviolent youthoffendersages12-17 with no criminal background.Suchan individual
stoppedby a St. Clair County Law EnforcementOfficer is offered TeenCourt alternative by
recommendationf the State'sAttorney'sOffice. Ensuingthis, | asthe TeenCourt Administrator,
contactthe teenandthe respectiveparentand hold a meetingwith same.Thefollowing stepsthen
occur:

Youth acceptsTeenCourt
Youth pleadsguilty to the offense charge(written form)
Youth signsconsentto participatein TeenCourt

Parent/guardiarsignsconsent

o A W DN e

Youth is given TeenCourt dateon a Saturdaymorningat 10:00A.M. atthe St.
Clair County S h e r Depaftm@ngin the courtroomarea

Youth hashearingwithin 30 daysof interview
PeerJury imposesa sentenceafter hearingcase.

Sentencecompleted/reviewedithin 90 daysof hearing

© © N ©

If successfulcompletion,no chargefiled andno delinquency. If the sentences
not completed,chargesentto the St. Clair County State'sAttorney'soffice for
prosecution.

Suchis a succinct explanationof TeenCourt. Of course,parentandteenalike havethe right to

refuseTeen Court from the outsetif either sodesires.If this occurs,the chargeis sentto the St.
Clair County State'sAttorney'soffice for a determinatiorregardingpossibleprosecution.
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Now, returningto my requestvhichinvolvesyour studentsaswasstateda peejjury is
included in this program.Concerninghis peerjury, we wish tocontinueutilizing studentgrom
thevariousSt. Clair Countyhigh schoolgo serveasmembergor this group.Presentlywe have
peerjurorsfrom eight St. Clair Countyhigh schoolswhichis anincreasef five from the
previousyear. Our goalis to increasehis numberyet again. At the present,Belleville Easthas
9 jurors serving. Thus, we are asking the Eastfaculty to recommend3 studentgo equalthe
total numberof 12 asallocatedbasedon pupil population. Belleville West has6

jurors presentlyserving. Thus, we areasking the faculty of Westto recommend6 students
to equal the total numberof 12 asallocated basedon pupil population. Incidentallypeer
juror participationincreasedrom twenty-fourto fifty-sevenastyear.

In this regard,we are seekingtudentswith thefollowing characteristics:

1. Are betweertheagesof 13-17 or in twelfth grade

2. Rankin grade® through12

3. Live in St. Clair County

4. Represengoodcharacter

5. Havewillingnessto work with police,otherteens andthe community
6. Possesaninterestin helpingpeers

7. Displaya clearrecordof behaviorfor at leastheleastfive months

Of coursepncethe names areeceivedwe shallprovideanapplicationfor the studentgo
completeandparent or guardianonsenformsto havecompleted.

Thecandidatesieedto know thattheirtime commitmentwill includejury duty one Saturdag
month,usuallythefirst Saturdayf each morit, from 10:00A.M. to 200 P M. In addition,a
training sessioris plannedfor the studentandparentgo beheldon tie
Belleville Campu®f LindenwoodUniversity.

I would very much appreciatet if you would let me know if your schooldistrict is willing to
participatein the Teen Court ProgramPleaseemail meat by Friday,
. 20 . If you do chooseto participateand we truly hope
you will, we would like to havethe namesof your five candidatesentto me by email by
Friday, 20 .1 shall therbringthe applicationformsto the

school.

As anupdate since ouinnception,we havehadsixty-threeyoungstersactuallyparticipatan our
programwith forty-nine graduatest this point. Thirteenyouthsarein the processf working on
theirrecommendationgnd thudar, only one individualwho begarthe programhasfailed to
completet, andhewasa studentwvith educationathallenges.We havehad35 total individuals
choosenot toparticipatein TeenCourt. We alsohave39 adult volunteerielpingusat the
present asvell as12 deputiedrom the SheriffsDepartmentvho superviseur youngstersvhen
the youthsperformtheir communityservic.
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If you haveany questionsor suggestionspleasedo not hesitateto call or email me.| am quite
awarethatthis is a greatdeal of information to digest. In essencewe areattemptingan
extremelyimportant and valuablgorogramand,fundamentally we needyour support. Most
definitely thisendeavorcanonly succeedwith your help. Thank you in advancefor your time.

Sincerely

TeenCourt Administrator

cc: JaneDoe, Principal
JamesDoe, Principal
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(Principal Letter)

Dear Mr. Doe,

Enclosedare TeenCourt Application Formsfor this year.Pleasehavethe peerjuror
candidatescompletethe applications.Oncethey havedoneso, | would very much appreciate itf
you would placeall the applicationsin the provided, self-addressedstampedenvelopeand mail
themto me. In addition, | haveincluded an extra applicationasa copy for you to peruseandalso
to keepasanextraif needed.You may, of course,duplicatethe applicationif needed.

Pleaseadvisethe studentsthat they needonly returnthe application forms. They areto
keep boththe Basic Information Sheetandthe Rulesand RegulationsSheet.Also, the reference
segmentfollowing the studentapplying and parentallowing page" maybe completedby a
teacher,a principal, a counselor,or an adult mentor that the studentselectsin other words. it
doesnot haveto becompletedby a principal only.

Since we must enacta security overview prior to our training scheduledfor October 29.
we needa very rapid return. Thus, pleaseaskthe studentgo returntheir completedapplicationgo

you in atime framethat allows you to sendthe applicationsto me no later thanWEDNESDAY,
October 5,2016.

Thank you very muchfor your interestand cooperationregardingTeen Court. We look
forward to working with your studentsonce againand with you. Pleasefeel free to call me or
email with any questionsor suggestions.

Have a wonderful day,

Zabelle N. Vartanian
618--- ---- (Home
616--- ---- (Cell)
ZVarlanian@charter.net
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St. Clair CountyTeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite5
Belleville, IL 62220
618

St. Clair County TeenCourt Application for Teen

Court Participation Parental Consent& Referral

JuvenileName;

Address: City: Zip:.
School: Year: Grades:
DOB: Age:

Parent/Guardian

Homephone Parent/GuardiaWork Phone
In-School/Outof-SchoolActivities:

Futureplans;

Hobbies/Interests:

Juvenilecell phone;

Juvenileemail:
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite !
Belleville, IL 62220

618

l, , apply to be a volunteer/juror in the St.

Clair County Teen Court. | understand that | must attemirgaand followthe St. Clair @unty Teen

Court Rules. | think | would be an asset to Teen Court because

Teen Jurorb6s Signature

I, ’
parent/guardian of , wish to allow my child to

participate as a juror in the St. Clair County Teen Court which will meet on Sawatithe St. Clair

County Jail. | have reviewed and understand the St. Clair County Teen Court Rules.

Parent/Guardian Signature
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite !
Belleville, IL 62220

618

, refer

as aTeenCourtjuror. | know this youthfrom

| think this youth wouldbepositivefor TeenCourtbecause

| think TeenCourtwould be positivefor this youthbecause

Signatureof ReferringAdult

Position/Occupation
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite !
Belleville, IL 62220

618



(Welcome Letter)

DearPeerJuror,

Welcometo TeenCourt! My nameis Zabelle Vartanian,and| am servingasthe
Administrator of TeenCourt. Judge(Ret.) Annette Eckertis the Director of TeenCourt. |
include our namesto introduce you to two of the main individuals involved in this important
project.

Now, | wish to thank you very muchfor your interestin TeenCourt andyour willingness
to actasa TeenCourt PeerJuror. | feel thatthis will be a valuableexperiencefor you while at
the sametime providing a worthwhile community service. Definitely, we arelooking forward to
meetingyou in personandworking with you. | mustadmit that readingeachapplication has
only createdmore excitementin my wantingto meeteachnew peerjuror. We know eachnew
peerjuror will but addmore excellenceto the outstandinggroup we alreadyhave.

Justasarepeat,we are conductinga training sessionon Saturday,October29, 2016. The
training will be heldin the Dixon Centeron the Lindenwood University Belleville Campusfrom
9 A.M to 12 Noon with anoptional lunch providedat noonin the Lindenwood Cafeteria.The
training will provide,amongotheritems, a generaloverview of TeenCourt, especiallythe court
procedure of which you will beamajor part.

Pleag notethat if you cannotmakethe training.you do needto contact me. This is
very importantas we needto havea count of who will beattending You maycallme(__ )
- ,textme(__ ) - or email me ZVartanian@charter.nelf you do text, please
includeyour name.In addition, if you areableto attendfor only a part of the training, this is
acceptable.

PLEASEHAVE YOUR PARENT/PARENTSSIGN AND RETURNTHE TWO
INCLUDED FORMSIN THE SELFADDRESSED,STAMPED ENVELOPE BY
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22. THESEFORMSARE VERY IMPORTANT. THANK
YOU.

If your parentsor you haveany quegions or concens pleasedo not hedtate to call or
email me. | meanthis sincerely. | look forward to seeing you on the 29that Lindenwood.

Thanksagainfor choosingto becominga peerjuror,

ZabelleN. Vartanian
TeenCourt Administrata
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St. Clair County TeenCoutt
300 WestMain Streef Suite 5
Belleville, IL 62220

618

CONFIDENTIAL

ST. CLAIR COUNTY TEEN COURT

RELEASE OF LIABILITY

Juvenile'dName:

Last First Ml
Address: City: Zip:
School: Year.
DOB: Age:

Youth'shealth, physical, mentaland specified health problemsor limitations:

I/We , asthe parentguardian of

' herebyagreeto allow him/her to
participate in the St. Clair County TeenCourt Program. It is further agreedand understoodthat
asa condition of participationin the TeenCourt Program,l/We do herebyreleasethe St. Clair
County Juvenile JusticeCouncil, the St. Clair County TeenCourt Administrator, employeesand
volunteers,St. Clair County, the city of Belleville, the St. Clair CountyS h e r Defatm@ns,
duly authorizedlaw enforcementofficers, the St. Clair County State's Attorney's Office andany
community serviceagencyor individual assignedoy the St. Clair County TeenCourt from any
andall liability, whatsoever for anyinjuries, damagesgr loss, her/shemight receiveor that may
ariseout of participationin any activities of the St. Clair County TeenCourt Program.

Datedthis day of , 20

Parent/Guardian

Juvenile:

Teen Court Administrator:
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ST.CLAIR COUNTY TEEN COURT

PRESSNAIVER
Juvenile'sname:
Last First Ml
Address: City: Zip:
DOB: Age:
I/we (asthe) parent/guardianf

give permissionfor my child to beinterviewedand/orphotographedbr pressreleasesegardinghis or
heractivitieswith the St.Clair CountyTeenCourt.

OR
I/we asthe parent/guardiaof

do not give permissionfor my child to beinterviewedand/orphotographedor pressreleasesegardin_g
his orheractivitieswith the St. Clair CountyTeenCourt

Date: . 20

Parent/Guardian
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St. Clair County Teen Court

OATH OF CONFIDENTIALITY

| solemnly swearor affirm that!| will not
divulge, either by words, or signs,any
information aboutactual caseswhich
cometo my knowledgein the courseof
my TeenCourt experienceandthat | will
keep secretall aspectsof all proceedings
with which | aminvolved.

Further, | understandthatif | break
confidentiality by telling anyoneelsethe
namesof TeenCourt Offendersor any
other details of the casewhich may
identify thatyouth, | will beterminated
from the St. Clair County TeenCourt
Program.

Signed by Teen Court Juror/ Volunteer

Print Name of Teen CourtJuror/ Volunteer
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street Suite 5
Belleville, IL 62220

618 3655158

St. Clair County Teen Court
OATH OF CONFIDENTIALITY

| solemnly swearthat | will not disclose,either by words or any other means,any information
which comesto my knowledge in the courseof the St. Clair County Teen Court sessions and
that | will keepeverythingthattakesplaceduring the TeenCourt sessionsconfidential. Further, |
understandthat if | break confidentiality by communicating to anyone else the namesof Teen
Court Offendersor any other specific details of a casewhich may identify the personinvolved, |
will no longer be able to serveas a Teen Court Juror/Participantand may be dropped from the
program:

PRINT NAME SIGNATURE DATE
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Peer Juror Manual



711 TEEN COURT

A project of the St. Clair County Juvenile Justice Council
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St. Clair County Teen Court Mission

The St. Clair County Teen Court pilot program representan alternative
approachto juvenile justice that holds first-time nonviolent youth offenders
accountablehrougha sentencemposedby their peers. The St. Clair CountyTeen
Court emphasizesccountability andesponsibilityratherthan traditional punitive
measurestherebyfocusingon balanceandrestorative justicewhich is the policy
statementof the lllinois JuvenileCourt Act. (705 ILCS 405/5101) The lllinois
JuvenileCourt Act authorizesTeen Courts (705 ILCS 405/5315 and 705 ILCS
405/5301) and providesa funding mechanisn{PA 93-0892 HouseBill307). The
St. Clair County TeenCourt will operate undethe peerjury modeland will be a
collaborativeeffort administeredby the St. Clair County Juvenile JusticeCouncil
in cooperationwith the St. Clair County State'sAttorney's Office and St. Clair

CountySheiff 6s Office.
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St. Clair_ County Teen Court Goals

A Implement a peer jury model program that uses adult and youth volunteers.

A Offenders will goto Teen Court within 30 days of a referral and after a plea of guilty
and written consent (and parental/guardian consent also). The youths will begin their
sentence within 14 days of the hearing and complete it within the time given by the
Teen Court jury. A review/program report must be presented to Teen Court within 90
days after sentencing.

A\ Sentences by the Youth Peer Court Jury may include:
. letter of apology
. community service
. TeenCourt peerjury duty
. financial restitution

A Successful completion of the sentence will result in charges not being filed and no
finding of delinquency. If the sentence is not completed, the case will be turned
over to the St. Clair County State's Attorney for filing of the charge and prosecution.

A The Teen Court program seeks to make youths accountable for their mistakes
without branding them with a finding of delinquency, so long as the youths
complete the sentence imposed by their peers.

A The Teen Court also seeksto educate and motivate youth volunteers and juries,
increasing their respect for the community, each other, law enforcement and the
legal system.

A\ Teen Court seeks to be a prevention program for Teen Court defendants and Teen
Court volunteers.

A An annual report will be compiled which will include recidivism rates and entry and
exit interviews with the teens and parents, as well as interviews with the
jurors/volunteers.
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St. Clair County TeenCourtProcess

A youth is stoppedby a St. Clair County Law EnforcementOfficer who
decidesto chargethe youth with a nonviolent misdemeanooffense. Youth has
no criminal backgroundYouthis offeredTeenCourtalternative byecommendation
oftheSt atAd & ® r n e y BeenCauft Adminéstrator contactsteenand
parentandhasa personameetingwith them.

Youth accepts Teen Court.

Youth pleads guilty to offense charge. (written form)

Youth signs consent to participate in Teen Court.

Parent/guardian signs consent.

Youth is given Teen Court date on Saturday morning at 10 a.m. at St.
Clair County Sheriff's Department in the courtroom.

Youth has hearing within 30 days of referral.

Peer Jury imposes sentence after hearing case.

Sentence completed/reviewed within 90 days of hearing.

If successful completion, no charge filed and no delinquency. If sentence not
completed, charge sent to St. Clair County State's Attorney for prosecution.

s wN e

© o N
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St. Clair County TeenCourt

BASIC INFORMATION FOR TEEN COURT
JURORS/VOLUNTEERS

APPOINTMENT

Peerjurors areappointedoy the St. Clair County Teen Court

An applicantmustbe betweertheagesof 13 or in the ninth gradeand17 or in the
twelfth grade.

An applicant mustive in St. Clair County.

Applicationsare availableat the St. Clair County high schools.

ATTENDANCE

TeenCourt meet®nce eacimonthor moreoftendependingn thecasdoad.
PeerJurysessiondeginpromptlyat 10:00a.m.andareusuallyover by 2:00 p.m.onthe
first Saturdayof the monthunlesghereis a holidayor the dateis rescheduled.

It is essentiathat a PeerJurorattendas manymeetingsas possible. Whenjurorsfail to
attend, the programruns the risk of not having enoughjurors to hear the morning's
docketof cases.

If a peerjuror is not ableto attenda PeerJury meeting,the juror must notify the Teen
CourtAdministratoror otherdesigneeasfar in advanceof theabsencaspossible.
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PEERJURY JUROR
SELECTION PROCESS

PeerJuror Attributes:

Be age 13 or in the ninth gradethroughage 17 or in the twelfth grade.
Possessaninterestin helping peers.

Be committedto the peerjury -havewillingness to work with police, otherteens,andthe
community.

Be of good character.

Must live in St. Clair County.

No personalinvolvementwith law enforcementwithin five months.

Interestin programshouldbe initiated by the teenwith parentor guardianapproval.
Teenmay be orderedby TeenCourtto participateasajuror or havevolunteeredand been
acceptedandtrained.

Application for Teen Coult:

PeerJuror applicationform

(0]
(0]

(0]

Completed by the teen

Reviewed by Teen Court Administrator, in a timely manner, once applications
are received

Parent/Guardian Consent

Understanding and support of the peer jury program is a must for the peer
juror's parent or guardian

Provide information about the program so the parent or guardian may give
informed consent for his/her son/daughter to participate as a peer juror.

Orientation/trainingpf peer jurors:

Orientation/trainings to include peerjurors who receivean invitation to the
program Give an overview of the PeerJury Program including history and
philosophy Explain the expectationsand responsibilitiesof peerjurors:

Confidentiality

Appropriate behavior

Commitmentto andseriousnatureof the program
Appropriate dresscode

Peerjury processincluding deliberationtechniques
Role of police departmentandotherinvolved agencies.
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PERSONSOR ROLES IN YOUTH COURT

The bailiff calls the courtto order,announceghe case,administersthe oath, escortsindividuals
in and out of the courtroom, andclosesproceedings.

Thecourt clerk keepsthe recordsof the case.

The moderatoris an adult volunteerwho actsasa judge. He/sheguidesthe courtroom process
by giving jurors advice and keepingpropercourt room demeanor.

The jurors questionthe respondentparent,and other witnessesthey considerthe evidence
presentedaboutthe respondent'awarenes®f the harm causedall victims, witnesses'
suggestionsabouthow to repairthe harm,andrespondent'sieedfor competencydevelopment
and community involvement in the disposition; andthey decideuponthe dispositionfor the
respondent.

The presidingjuror, sometimescalledthe jury foreperson.ensureshateachjuror hasa chance
to fully andfairly participateandthatthe jury decidesupona dispositionmeetingrestorative
justice goals.

The parent orguardianis requiredto participatein youth court with his or herchild. He or she
givestestimony aboutthe respondentand makessuggestionsaboutwhat the respondenneeds,
describeghe impact of the crime or violation on the family, and makessuggestionof waysthe
respondentould repairthe harm.

Therespondenis thejuvenile who is beingsentencedGenerallythe respondenimust
acknowledgeresponsibility for the crime in orderto cometo youth court and mustacceptthe
disposition.

The victim includeseachpersonwho hasbeendirectly harmedby the respondentthe family of
the respondentandthe community. Victims may testify at the hearingin personor by submitting
awritten statement.Sometimesthe victim doesnot give a statementput the peerjury members
considerthe impact of the respondent'actionson all the victims.

witnessis anyone,including victim, parentsor guardian,andrespondentwho testifies
during the hearing.
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY TEEN COURT
MASTER PROCEDURE

1. Bailiff: "Everyonepleaseise. TheTeenCourt of St. Clair Countyis now in sessionthe
HonorableTeenCourtModerator/Judge, , presiding.”

2. Moderator/Judge enters asidisin chair.

3. Balliff: "Pleasebeseated anduietin the courtroom"”.

4. Moderator/Judge: "GoodEvening. Thisis the openingsessiorof the St. Clair CountyTeen
Court. | want to thank each andeveryoneof you for beinghere tonight andparticipatingin
our Teen Court.

"The busines®f this courtis veryserious.Thedefendantsvho appeabeforeyou tonightare
guilty of thechargeghathavebeenmadeagainsthem. Theyhaveviolateda law of the Stateof
lllinois andhavevoluntarily choserto comebeforethis courtto havea jury of peopletheirown
agedecidesvhatsentence theghouldreceivefor their actions. Eventhoughthe defendants have
violatedthelaw, theydeserveyourrespectindattention. It takescertaincourageor the
defendant$o be here,and!l amsurethatif you werein their shoesyouwould wanta fair

hearing. Therefore everyondn the courtroommustremainquietduringandbetween
proceedingsindgive his or hercompleteattentionto whathappensere. If youfail to do so, |

will haveto askyouto leavethecourtroom.”

"l alsoemphasizéhateverythingthatoccursin this courtroomis toremainconfidential;that
particularlyincludesthe nameof defendants. If you discussvhatoccursheretonightwith
personsvho arenot presentyou mightbesubject toprosecutiormndwill certainlynotbe
permittedto continue inparticipatingn the St.Clair CountyTeenCourtProgram.”

"Will the Clerk pleasecall thefirst caseandswearin thejury".

-67-



5. Clerk: "The St. Clair County TeenCourt calls casenumber -TC- . In the matterof

"Will thejury pleaserise.”

"Do you solemnly swearto listen carefully to all the evidenceandtestimony presented
in this case, to determinea sentencewhich is fair, and to keep secretand confidential
all said proceedingswhich may be held in your presence?If so, pleaseanswer,

"1 will."

fPleasebeseated."”

6. Moderator/Judge:"You arehereto decidean appropriatesentenceor remedyfor

. Will the respondenpleaserise?"

A "Does anyoneon the jury know the respondent?"
A "Do eachof you believethat you canmakea fair determinationof
sentencingin this case"?

A "Does the respondentacceptthis jury panel"?

7. The Respondents charged with

The police reportwill beread.

(The moderatorwill askthe Respondento comeforward anddirect Clerk to deliver the oathto
responden.
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8. Clerk: "Stand andaiseyourright hand. Do you solemnlyswearthatthetestimonyyou are
aboutto give is the whole truthsohglpou Go d 0 ?

9 Moderatordirectsrespondento:
a. Takeaseatin thewitnessstandand

b. Explaintheeventsn his/herown words.

10. The Moderatowill turnto thejury andaskif jurors haveanyquestiongor therespondent.

11.The Jurorswill questiortheresponderandgain furtherinsightinto thecircumstances
surroundinghe decisiontherespondentnadethatleadto his/ heractions.
12.The Moderator/Judgéhenturnsto thejury andstates théollowing:

"Ladies andgentlemanof theJury,the respondenthasadmittedto the offense of

This offenseif committedby anadultcouldbe punishable by

You haveheardthe factsof this offenseasstatedby the police reporandtherespondentand the

respondent'ther statementanade beforeyou duringthis hearing. | now chargeyou withthe
dutyof determining,on thebasisof thesefactsand statementswhatremedy shouldbe
imposed upon therespondent.

13. Therespondentandhis| her parentor guardiarwill bedismissedto lobby pendingthe

PeerJurydeliberation.

14.  Bailiff will escortparent/guardiaandrespondenout of thecourtroomfor

deliberation.

15. Therecommendatiors determinecandapplicableformsrecommendinghe

specificsentencare completed.
16. Therespondenandhis/herparentor guardianwill returnto thecourtroom

andtherespondenstandswhile the moderatoannouncethe Peerdury's

findings.
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17. Themoderatorespondso thesentence. He asks theespondenif
he/shewill haveanyproblemsn complyingwith thesentenceThen if
he/shedesireshe/shemakesanynecessarghangessignsforms and

givesa copyto therespondent.

18. Therespondentand his/herparent(s)or guardian(s)re askedif they
haveanyquestions. If therearequestionsthe moderatoand/ orfjurors

answerthem.

19. Moderator/Judge’Mr./Ms. the membersf the jury
havedonetheir duty here tonight.Their decisionwasa groupdecision. Respetieir
decisionjust asyouwill wanttherespondento respecyourdecisionif you comebackasa
juror. On behalfof everyonenere,l wish you gooduck; we hopeyou will notbein anymore
troublewith thelaw.

(At this point, moderatomaywishto makecommentsaboutconsequences repeatinghis
or any illegalact,whatconsequencasaybeasanadultwith this offense how lucky the
clientwasto bereferredto TeenCourt,or otherappropriatecomments).

20.  Moderator/Judge'At thistime, you mayreportto the TeerCourtAdministratorand
Teen CourEvaluatorwhereyour rightsandobligationsconcerninghe determined
remedywill beexplained."

21. Therespondenandhis/herparentor guardianareremindedof their responsibilityto
thecourtin carrying outwork assignments

22.  Moderator/Judge'Membersof the juryandcourt personnethankyou for the
respectyou havegivento therespondenandthelaw. Pleaseememberour dutyto
upholdthe oathof confidentialityconcerningheseproceedings."

23.  Moderator/Judge: "You areall excused.”

24.  Therespondent leavale courtroomandmeetswith a coordinatoor adultvolunteer.
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Three Restorative Justice Rules

1. How canyou hold the offender accountabldor
his/her offense?

2. How canyou help the offender repair the harm
to all the victims?

3. What doesthe offender needto becomea more
productivememberof the community?
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St. Clair County TeenCourt

Questionsfor Juvenile Offenders during Teen Court Session

In your own words what happened?

Have you ever doneanything like this before?

What wasgoing through your mind beforeandduring theevent?
Waspeerpressurea factor in theevent?

How will you handlethe situationnexttime?

Wereyou punishedat homefor what you did? If so, how?

Did you considerwhat the consequencemight be of your actions?
How do you feel aboutwhat you did?

Did you makerestitution (pay-back) for any damageghat weredone?
How do your parentsfeel aboutwhat you did?

Are you involved in anyin-schoolandafterschool activities? If so, what arethey?
Whatare someof your hobbies/interests?

Is thereany alcohol/drug history in your family?

Whatkind of gradesdo you receivein school?

What are your plansafter high school?

Is thereanything elsethat you would like to sharewith usthat we haven'taskedyou?
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St. Clair_County Teen Court
Questions for Parent/Guardian during Teen Court session

How did you learn aboutthe crimes (or problembehavior)that your child committed?
What did you do whenyou learnedaboutit?
Did you talk to your child aboutit?

If so,pleasetell usyour perceptionsaboutwhetheror not your child understandshat what wasdone
waswrong.

How hasthis crime (or problem behavior)affectedyou and your family?

What could your child do to repairthe damagethat wascaused?

How do you feel aboutwhat your child did?

Wasyou child punishedat home?If so,how? Is your child complying with the punishment?
Hasyour child beenin trouble before?

What are his/hergradesin school? Is that animprovementover the pastyearor a decline?
Doesthe defendanthaveresponsibilitiesat home?If so, what?

Are thereolder siblings influencing the juvenile offenderor is this juvenile offenderinfluencing
youngersiblings?

Have you told your son/daughteabouthow you feel over what hashappened?

Is there anything elseyou would like to tell the court?

-73-



St. Clair County TeenCourt
300 WestMain Street,Suite5
Belleville, IL 62220

CONFIDENTIAL VERDICT FORM

We, the peerjury of the St. Clair County TeenCourt, having heardthe
statemenbf the teenoffenderandhaving questionedheteenandheard
other statementgpresentedfind thefollowing restorativejustice
sentencéo bein the bestinterestsof the youth, the parentguardian,the

victim andthe community.

JuvenileName:

Address:

City:

Zip.

PhoneNumber:

Case#: T.C.
Offensés):

CourtDate:

[ ] housof communityservice.

Location:

ContactPerson:

PhoneNumber:

[ 1% Restitutionto

[ ] Write a

word essayconcerninghe offenseentitled

[ ] Writea word apologyto
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[ ] Verbally apologizeto

[ ] Counseling:

[ ] ServeasaJuroron Saturday, at
am.atthe St. Clair County TeenCourt

[ ] You mustreturnto provide proof of completionof serviceto TeenCourton

[ ]Other:

JuvenileOffender

Parent/Guardian

TeenCourt Administrator
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
Completion of Restorative Justice Sentence

| herebycertify that , casenumber

TC hascompletedhis/herrestorativgusticesentence.

Administrator,St. Clair CountyTeenCourt

cc: St. Clair CountyState'sAttorney's Office
Administrator
Evaluator
Youth
Parent
Moderator
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
OATH OF CONFIDENTIALITY

| solemnly swear or affirm that | will not
divulge, either by words or signs, any
information about actual cases which
come to my knowledge in the course of
my Teen Court experience and that |
will keep secret all aspects of all
proceedings with which | am involved.

Further, | understand that if | break
confidentiality by telling anyone else
the names of Teen Court Offenders or
any other details of the case which
may identify that youth, I will be
terminated from the St. Clair County
Teen Court Program.

Signedby TeenCourtVolunteer

Print Nameof TeenCourtVVolunteer
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
OATH OF CONFIDENTIALITY

| solemnly swearthat | will notdisclose,either by wordsor any other meansany information
which comesto my knowledgein the courseof the St. Clair County TeenCourt sessionsandthat
I will keepeverythingthat takesplaceduring the TeenCourt sessiongonfidential. Further,l
understandhatif | breakconfidentiality by communicatingto anyoneelsethe namesof Teen
Court Offendersor any other specific details of a casewhich may identify the personinvolved, |
will no longer be ableto serveasa TeenCourt Juror/Participantand may be droppedfrom the
program:

PRINT NAME; SIGNATURE; DATE;
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
CODE OF CONDUCT

Preamble

TeenCourtmemberships a privilege,notaright. Privilegescanbelostif youfail to actin a
responsiblenannerandwithin theconfinesof thelaw. AsaTeenCourtmemberyouare
expectedo serveasarole modelfor your peers at altimes. Thereforeyou mustmaintain high
standard®f conductandencourag®thermembergo do thesame.You shouldbetemperatend
dignified andrefrainfrom all illegal andmorally reprehensibleonduct. Becausef your
position,evenminor violationsof law maytendto lesserpublicconfidencen theentireTeen
CourtProgram.SinceTeenCourtis designedo promotelaw-abidingbehavioryour behavior
mustbe consistentvith thatpurpose.

Rules of Conduct

As amemberof TeenCourtyou mustabideby thefollowing rules:

1. You mustnotengagen illegal conduct. Volunteeranustbeoffensefreefor five months
andall cases mudtecomplete.

2. You mustnot engagen conductinvolving dishonestyfraud,deceit,or misrepresentation.

3. You mustnot knowinglyuseperjuredor falsetestimonyor statements.

4, You must revealany falsestatementstestimony orother evidenceused, or any
otherfraud perpetratedn any TeenCourthearing.

5. You mustmaintainthe confidentialityof the TeenCourtproceedings.

6. You must participatefree of bias or prejudice toward any other person’'sage, race,

sex,religion, nationabrigin or disability.

7. You must appeapromptly and preparedfor all TeenCourt Training Sessionsand court
appearancesnless excused.

8. A TeenCourt member mstdressappropriately wheparticipatingn aTeenCourt
proceeding.Pleaseaeviewthe RulesandRegulationof TeenCourt.
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9. You mustperformyour role aseffectivelyandcompetentlyaspossible.

10.  You musttreatwith courtesyandconsideratiorall personsnvolvedin TeenCourt
proceedings.

11. You mustnotlet anyoutsideinfluence suchasothermembersparentsfellow student®r
your own self-interest affectyour actionsanddecisionsn howto proceed.

12.  You must notify the youth court director immediatelyif you arearrested,convicted
of acrime or suspendedrom school.

13.  You mustreportto the TeenCourtstaff or anyboardmembeiconductof othermembergou
believeto bein violation of this Codeof Conduct.

14.  Accuratelyrepresenyoureducationfraining,experienceandcompetencieastheyrelateto
your involvementin TeenCourt.

TeenCourt JurotV olunteer (Date

Parent/Guardian (Date

TeenCourt Administrator (Daie
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St. Clair County Teen Court

TEEN COURT JUROR/VOLUNTEER DUTY
NOTIFICATION

You, , are scheduled tassarveen Court

juror/volunteer at the St. Clair County Teen Court on Sunday, at

the St. Clair County YB8teBelievlld, b 622JD.eRlease teviewthe at 70

attached Rules and Regulations of Teen Cauwt o your Teen Court service.

TeenCourt Administrator
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St. Clair County TeenCourt
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF TEEN COURT

The rulesandregulationsof the court arefor the offendersandall other participantsin the room.
The mostimportant thing regardingdressand behavioris to showrespectfor the proceedingsat all
times.

DRESS:

Be neatandclean.

Wearshoes.

Wearappropriateattire (i.e. a nice shirt with a collar, sweater blouse,dress khakis). If jeansare
worn, they mustbe free of tearsholes,andfit properly aroundthe waist. Jeanghatfit loosely
aroundthe hips so that underclothingshowswill not be allowed.

No gangcolors or paraphernaliano profanelanguageor illustrations, andno alcohol, tobacco,or
otherdrug referencedlisplayedon clothing.

Skirts must be of an appropriatelength. No "mini" skirts will be allowed.

No tank, halter,or similar topswith thin strapsthat show one's back,cleavageor midriff. If such
topsareworn, anouter shirt or sweatermustcoverthem.

No shorts.

No hats.

BEHAVIOR:

Be courteousandrespectfulto all participants.
Do not display angeror lose your temper.

Be alert and attentive.

Be well informed and businesdike.
Speakloudly andclearly.

Standup straightand keephandsout of pockets.
Refrain from any unnecessaryalking.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

Whenrequiredto answera questionswith a "yes"or "no" responseanswer"yes" or "no."
No gum chewing.

No chewingtobaccoor smoking cigarettesof any kind.

No eatingor drinking in the courtroom.

No cameraor recordingdevicesareallowed.

No pagersbeepersglectronictabletsor cellular phones.

If your dressand/or behaviordo notfollow theseguidelinesyou will beaskedto leavebefore
Teen Court convenesThis dressand behaviorcodeis for all offendersand participants,newand
returning.

Reportto TeenCourt on time andcheckin uponarrival with the TeenCourt Administrator.
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St. Clair CountyleenCourt
300WestMain Street Suite5
Belleville, IL 62220

CONFIDENTIAL
St. Clair County Teen Court

Releaseof Liability

Juvenile'sName:

Last First Ml

Address: City: Zip:

School: Year:

DOB: Age:

Youth's health,physical,mentalandspecifiedhealthproblemsor limitations:

1/We, asthe parerguardian
of hereby
agreeto allow him/herto participaten the St. ClairCountyTeenCourtProgram.ltis further
agreedandunderstoodhatas aconditionof participationin the TeenCourtPrograml1/Wedo
herebyrelease th&t. Clair CountyJuvenileJusticeCouncil,the St.Clair CountyTeenCourt
Administrator, employeesndvolunteersSt. ClairCounty,the City of Belleville,the St. Clair
CountySheriffés Departmentduly authorizedaw enforcemenbfficers,the St. Clair County
State'sAttorney'sOffice andany communityserviceagencyor individual assignedby the St. Clair
CountyTeenCourtfrom anyandall liability, whatsoeverfor anyinjuries,damagespr loss,he/she
mightreceive

or thatmayariseout of participationin anyactivitiesof the St. ClailCountyTeenCourtProgram.

Datedthis dayof , 20

Parent/Guardian:

Juvenile
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Sample Annual Report



St. Clair County

mTeeQ Court

Annual Report

December 2014-June 2015
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Program Overview

The St. Clair County Teen Court pilot program representsan alternative approachto
juvenile justice that holds first-time nonviolent youth offendersaccountableghrougha sentence
imposedby their peersTheSt. Clair CountyTeenCourtemphasizeaccountability and responsibility
ratherthantraditionalpunitivemeasureshereby focusing@n balanceandrestorative justicvhichis
the policy statemenbof the lllinois JuvenileCourt Act. (705 ILCS 405/5101) The lllinois Juvenile
Court Act authorizesTeenCourts (705 ILCS 405/5315and 705 ILCS 405/5301) andprovidesa
funding mechanisn{PA 93-0892 HouseBill 307). TheSt. Clair CountyTeenCourtoperatesinder
the peerjury modelandis a collaborativeeffort administeredy the St. Clair County Juvenilelustice
Commissionn cooperationwvith theSt. Clair CountyState'sAttorney'sOffice and theSt. Clair County
Sheriffs Office.

Featuresof the St. Clair County Teen Court

A Development and implementation of St. Clair County Teen Court manual, including court
documents and verdict form.

A Teen Court training conducted at Lindenwood University-Belleville on Saturday, October
18th, 2014. Peer jurors, Lindenwood student and adult community volunteers, interested
law enforcement officers and parents were welcomed by St. Clair County State's Attorney
Brendan Kelly and Sherriff Richard Watson. Judge (ret.) Annette Eckert, Teen Court
Director, led the training seminar which highlighted restorative justice practices and Teen
Court policies and procedures.

A Teen Court meets the first Saturday of the month at the St. Clair County Sheriff's
Department.

A 29 active peer jurors from the following schools: Althoff Catholic High School, Belleville
East High School, Belle Valley Junior High, Belleville West High School, Collinsville High
School, East St. Louis Senior High School,and O'Fallon Township High School

A 19 active adult volunteers that work at Teen Court sessions

A Plain-clothes St. Clair County Sheriff's Deputies supervise and work side-by-side in small
groups with Teen Court offenders asthey complete assigned community services hours in
St. Clair County. The chosen community service sites, as well as this unique law
enforcement-offender interaction, reinforce restorative justice principles highlighted in
Teen Court sessions.

A A Teen Court summer picnic is planned on Saturday, July 11th, 2015.  Teen Court peer
jurors, graduates, parents, and adult volunteers will enjoy a barbeque and a demonstration
from aK-9 officer. Peer jurors will receive their Teen Court pins.
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SuccessRkate

Thefirst St. Clair County TeenCourt sessionwasconductedon December $Subsequent
SCCTeenCourt sessionsin 2015 havebeenheldin January, February, March, April, May and June.

Below is a breakdownof how manyteenoffendershave successfullycompletedthe St. Clair
County TeenCourt programto date,how many have unsuccessfulljcompletedthe program,and
the numberof teenoffenderswho arein the processof completingthe program

92.3% of all offenders who entered Teen Court successfullycompleted the program *

7.7% of all offenders who entered Teen Court did not successfullycomplete the program.

A~Feen Court Success
‘ 1

In Progress 11

Did Not Complete

Successfully :

Successfullycompleteal......12 offenders

Did notcomplee........... 1 offender
INnprogres. ......ocevvvimennn 11 offenders
TOTAL .o 24 offenders

1Percentages are taken out of 13 offenders and not 24 offenders because 1loffenders have cases still in progress.
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Race/ Gender

Male offendersseenby TeenCoutt.........ccoiveeiiiiiniiiiiinan... 14.

Femaleoffendersseenby TeenCoutt..........cccoeiiiiiiiieeiinnim. 10

1 1 A R 24.
GENDER

Females,
10, 42%

Males,
14,58%

Black offendes...........oooiiiiiiiiinen. 10
White offendes. ... 11
Biracial offendes...........ccocoiiiiill 3
TOTAL e e 24

Black, 10,
42%

White, 11,
N A46%

ARBlack AWhite ABiracial
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Race/Gender

Raceand genderbreakdownof all teenoffendersthat were seenby the TeenCourt between
December2014 and June2015.

Black males..........cc.coeeenienne 8
Whitemales.................... 5
Black females................... 2
White females............c....... 6
Biracial males................... 2
Biracial females............... 1
TOTAL e .24

Gender/Race Breakdown

Females

Black  White !lBiracial
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Race/Gender

The graphbelow showsthe percentagef teencourt offendersby raceandgender. Theseoffenders
wereseenby the TeenCourt betweenDecember2014 andJune2015.

Biracial Males Rac e/Gen d er

8%

Biracial Females .

“~___White Males
21%

Black Females

White Females

25%
Black Males

33%
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Teen Court recordsthe ageof offendersappearingbeforethe peerjury at the St. Clair County Teen
Court. The chartbelow showsthe agesof offenderswhenthey appearedeforethe TeenCourtat a
datebetweenDecember2014 andJune2015.

13yearsold.......... 2
14 yearsold........... 1
15yearsold.......... 3
16 yearsold.......... 7
17 yearsold...........8
18 yearsold.......... 3

Averageageof a Teen Court offender at TeenCourt date:16 yearsold

Age of Teen Court Offenders

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
NUMBER OF OFFENDERS
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The graphbelow showsthe percentagef TeenCourt offendersby ageat the time of the TeenCourt
date. Theseoffenderswere seenby the TeenCourt betweenDecember2014 and June2015.

Age of Offenders

18 years old 13 vegz;'s old
(]
L 14 years old

4%

15 years old

13% A3 yearsold
14 yearsold
15 yearsold
3 | 16 yearsold
) . 4 ! e

e \ _ R ! ATyearsold
17 ye i 0 -

33%

A

I8yearsold
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Age/ Race/ Gender

The graphbelow breaksdown the numberof offendersin eachagecategoryby raceand gender.
The agecategoriesare basedon the offender'sageat the time of the TeenCourt date. These
offenderswere seenby the TeenCourt betweenDecember2014 and June2015.

Offenders by Age, Race and Gender

3 ‘ I
| |
1 l F”
il
rz%
0
13 years old 14 years old 15 years old 16 years old 17 years old 18 years old
ABlack Male  Rlack Female White Male White Female ARiracial Male . Riracial Female
Offendersby School

The graphbelow displaysthe various schoolsattendedby teencourt offendersat the time of the

offender'sTeenCourt date. Theseoffenderswere seenby the TeenCourt betweenDecember2014
andJune2015.

Belleville East High School..................] |
O'Fallon High School...........cccccccoevunn.. |
Belleville West High School.................. |

SIUE East St. Louis Charter School......Jj

Collinsville High School.............c.cc....... |
Lincoln Junior High School.................... |
Worth Middle School.............cccocceeeee. |
Belleville West Night School................. |
Mascoutah High School...............cc........ [ |
Pathways High School...............cccccoeieen |
Not Enrolled in School.......c...ccccovveenn. |
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Offender Household

Two Parent Household................. 11
Single Parent.........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiennnn. 12
(O] 1 g 1<) (TR 1

Offender Household

Other
4%

Two Parent
Household
46%
Single Parent
Household
50%

Offenses

Retail Theft................... 15

Possessiorof Cannabs................... 4

Poss.of Cannabis/Poss.of Drug Paraphernadi......... ........... 2

Possessiorof Drug Paraphernadi................... 1

Trespasdo a Railroad................... 1

Unlawful Consumptiorof Alcohol by aMinor................... 1

Trespass to a

Poss. Of Drug Railroad Offenses

\
\

Paraphernalia 2% .\

4%

Poss. Of

Cannabis/Poss. Of

Paraphernalia
8%

Poss. Of Cannabis ~ ...-
17%

Retail Theft
63%
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Offensesby Age at Teen Court Date

Retail Theft................... 15cases
18 years: 1
17 years: 5
16 years: 6
15years: 1
14 years: 1
13years: 1

Possessiomf Cannabs................... 4 cases
17 years: 1
l6years: 1
15 years: 2

Poss.of Cannabis/Poss.of Drug Paraphernadi.................. 2 cases
18 years: 1
17 years: 1

Possessiomf Drug Paraphernadi.................. 1 case
18 years: 1

Trespasdo a Railroad................... 1 case
13years: 1

Unlawful Consumptionof Alcohol byaMinor................... 1 case
17 years: 1
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Referrals by Police Departments

Thefollowing police departmentsubmittedcaseshat were heardby the TeenCourt peerjury
betweenDecember2014 andJune2015.

Fairview Heights........... 9
Belleville......... e oo 7
OFallon.........ccc....... 5
Swanse........ccoeieinnnnt 2
Cahoke.................oc. I

Possible Dispositionsin St. Clair County TeenCourt

Community ServiceHours Community service hoursimposedby the St. Clair County TeenCourt
PeerJury are performedin 4 hour incrementsat various St. Clair County non-profit organizations.
From December2014 to June2015,teencourt offenderswere assignedccommunity servicehoursto
be performedat the Belleville Interfaith Food Pantry,the ShelterShop,andNew Life Community
Church. All community servicehoursare completedunderthe supervisionof a St. Clair County
Sheriff'sDeputy in plainclothesthat is the samegenderasthe offender performing community
service. The Sheriff'sDeputy superviseshe community serviceand often works alongsidethe
offenderduring the servicehours. St. Clair County TeenCourt community servicecreatesa
positive oneon-one experiencebetweenthe teenoffender anda law enforcementofficer andthus, it
reinforcesthe restorativejustice principles discussedat the TeenCourt date.

Vision Board: A vision boardis anart project completedby the teenoffenderin which the youthis
to communicatehis or her past,presentandfuture on a posterboardor sheetof paperby drawing
pictures,writing words, or pastingmagazineclippings. The teensareencouragedo beascreativeas
possiblein creatingthe vision board. For example,it wasdiscoveredin a TeenCourt sessiorthata
teenoffender beforethe peerjury wasatalentedpoet. In crafting its disposition for this particular
offender, the peerjury requestedhat teenoffenderincorporatepoetryinto the vision boad project.
Upon completionof the vision board,the TeenCourt administratormeetswith the offenderto
discussthe vision boardandthe ways in which the teencanrealistically achievethe goaklisted on
the vision board.

Letter of Apology: The letter of apologyallows the teenoffenderto communicatein writing an

apologyto someoneharmedby the offender'scrime. This yearlettersof apology were distributed
to the following typesof people: mothers,fathers,siblings, andloss preventionofficers. The letter
of apologyis a disposition that requiresthe offenderto reflect uponthe harm causedby behaviors.

Essay: Offenders orderedto write an essayare given a minimum amountof words required for the
essayas well asa topic for the essay. The peerjury selectsthe topic for the offender'sessaybased
upon information acquired in Teen Court proceedings. Topicsncludedthe effectsof drug and
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alcohol, the requirementsto enterinto eachbranchof the United Statesmilitary, the influence that

the teen's significant other hashad on the teen's life, andthe importanceof making good choice and
setting goals. The Teen Court administrator reviews and discusseseach essay with the teen
offender.

Serviceon a TeenCourt Peer Jury: Teenoffendersmay be orderedto serveasa peerjuror ata
future TeenCourt date. The teenoffenderservingon the peerjury is allowed and encouragedo
actively participateon the jury. Theteenoffenderservingon the peerjury hasanimpactin
determiningthe appropriatedispositionfor otherteenoffendersappearingbeforethe TeenCourton
the dateof his or her requiredjury service.

Inmateinterview: Officer Annette Tim of the St. Clair County SheriffsDepartmentcoordinatesan
interview betweenan inmate at the St. Clair Countyjail andthe teenoffender. The interview allows
the offender an opportunity to interview an adultwho hascommitteda similar offense. The
interview allows the teenoffenderto understandhe choicesleadingup to andthe consequencesf
adult criminal behavior.

Attendanceat a TC approvedAA or NA meeting TeenCourt offendersatrisk or struggling with
substanceabusemay be orderedto attendteenfriendly AA or NA meetingin St. Clair County. The
TeenCourt Administrator coordinatesthe meetingdate/timewith the youth and his or her paren¢s)
to ensurethat an adult connectedwith the SCC TeenCourt will be presentto sit with the youth
during the meeting.

Verbal Apology: The peerjury may requestthat the teenoffenderapologizeto anindividual in the
presenceof the peerjury in the TeenCourt courtroom. This apology, like the letter of apology,
allows the teenoffenderto considerthe harm causedto othersby his or her choiceto engagein
criminal behavior.

Involvementin Extra Curricular/School Activities: A teenoffender may be orderedto signup for
an extracurricular activity at schoolor in the community. The TeenCourt administratorwill
follow up with the youth to seeif the youth is ableto find anactivity that suits his or her interests
andschedule.

Numberof Casesin which Disposition was Imposed

Community ServiceHours. .........ccovviiian.. 15cases
VisionBoam. ... .o 14 cases
Letter of Apology...oovciviieiiiiiiiii e, 14 cases
ESSd i 11 cases
Serviceon aTeenCourt Peerduty.................. 9 cases
INnMmateinterview. ... 5 cases

AA OrNA Meetimg...coveeiee i eeaan 4 cases
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Verbal Apology . ....ceeeee e

Extracurricular/Schoolctivities
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Extracurricular *

Verbal Apology

AA or NA Meeting

Inmate Interview

Peer Jury Service

Essay

Letter of Apology -

Vision Board

Community Service
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Recidivism Rate

The St. Clair County TeenCourt held its first TeenCourt sessionron December6, 2014. Teen
Court offendersare given 90 daysto completethe orderedTeenCourt disposition. Given the short
time thatthe St. Clair County TeenCourt hasbeenin operation,recidivism datais limited.

However,the shortterm recidivism datais positive. 12 graduateshavecompletedthe TeenCourt
programsince December2014. ThesegraduateshavebeenawardedTeenCourt Certificatesof

Completion beforethe peerjurors,teencourt volunteersandfamily at TeenCourt graduation

ceremonies. As of June25, 2015,the St. Clair County State's Attorney'ffice hadnotreceived

any requestsfor any new chargesagainstany of the TeenCourt graduates.Thus the recidivism

rate of the offenders that have successfully completed the St. Clair County Teen Court is currently
zero.

OneFebruaryGraduate- 4 monthssincecompletion,no new charges
Five March Graduates-- 3 monthssincecompletion,no new charges
One April Graduate-2 monthscompletion,no new charges
Five JuneGraduatesl month completion,no new charges

12 TOTAL GRADUATES SINCE DECEMBER2014- AS OF JUNE 25th 2015, NONEW
CHARGESFOR ALL 12

TeenCourt Feedback

Throughoutthe inauguralyearof the St. Clair County TeenCourt, feedbackhasbeen
receivedvia questionnairesandsurveysfrom parents,offenders,peerjurors andadult volunteers.
The feedbackhasbeenoverwhelmingly positive. The feedbackis reviewedby the St. Clair County
TeenCourt to aid in future changedo the St. Clair County TeenCourt program.

The majority of parentsof recentgraduatesand graduatesurveyedbelievedthe sentence
imposedby the TeenCourt to befair. The majority of TeenCourt graduatesurveyedindicatedthat
TeenCourt helpedthemlearnandgrow from their experiences.The majority of TeenCourt
offendersand parentsfound the TeenCourt experienceto be a positive one. NumerousTeenCourt
offendershave reportedto the TeenCourt evaluatorthat peerjury servicehasbeena particularly
positive disposition. Parentspffendersand TeenCourt volunteershaveall indicatedthat they
appreciatethe opportunity to allow youth to be held accountableor criminal behaviorwithout
formal chargesandformal processinghroughthe traditional juvenile justice system.

Likewise, the peerjurors and volunteersindicatedthat the programhasbeena positive
experience. All volunteerssurveyedindicatedthey were very satisfiedwith how the TeenCourt
training in October2014 preparedthem for their teencourtservice. Volunteersand peerjurors
surveyedhavefound the teencourt staff to be very helpful and werevery satisfied with their
involvement with the St. Clair County TeenCourt.
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Sample Teen Court Peer Juror Training

l. Welcome
A. Introduction of guest and remarks froeach one.
B. Introduction of Teen Court staff amdelcome comments from each one.

[I.  This morning we will answer two questions:
A. What isateen Cour?
B. What is your role in teen court?

Let s start by seeing a real teen col
video on fiYouth Courto by the Learni:

[l. Restorative Justice:

This is the name fahis type of justice proceedinghere are 3 goals in
restorative justice: (reféo manual)

A. How can ve hold the offender accountalbte the offense&

B. How can we help the offender m@pthe harm to all the victin2

C. What dos the offender need to becommare prodictive member othe
community?
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IV. What Role do you as Jurors have in answering these questions?

A. You, as jurors, will listen to what the offenders have to say about their
offense.You will each be encouraged to ask them questions. You
may al so hear from f amaldonvidimd v
You wi || be encouraged to ask t
Manual for @ges of questions).

i
h

B. YOU will decide the sentence. (Refer to Peer Juror Manual for
Verdict Form)

You are the offender 6s comntheharmhy . Y
that s been donee. Provide account al
this offender be a positive member of the community by:

1. Deciding the sentence
2. By the setting aexample yourself
3. By working to help the offender make better choices

This is an awesome responsibility. Today, we are going to learn more about it
by doing a mock sé¢encing hearing right hereater, we will actually hear

from someone who served apeer juror for 4 yearszinally, we will take a

bus and tour theourtroom where you will hdlcourt at the St. Clair County

jail. Then, we shalbreakfor lunch and conversation.
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Before we begin, there is one very imfamt thing that | must discuss with
you. You, as jurorsmust be positive role models and live to standards.
These standardsein you Juror Manua(Refer to Peer Juror Manual)

Take a moment to read the standards. If you want to be part of the court, we
will ask you to sign these at the conclusion of the class today.

Al s oé c olityfQn goarrtablesad in your Manuals on page is an

Oath of Confidentiality. Read it to yourself. All matters must be confidential,
and what goes on in court espegiglyaot be
of fender 6s name and | mdemiwithtthis? Does

If not, please stand and raise your right hand and | will swear you to abide by
the oath otonfidentiality. (Jurors are sworrflease sign your oath put it on

the centepf the tableand it will be collected. Finallyf you feel comfortable,

you may sign the Teen Court Code of Conduct.

Thank You.
V. Letds have a teen courektionsear i n
VI. Q and A after hearing

VIL. Peer Juror Experience
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Experienced Peer Juror(s) speak about their positive experiences with Teen
Court in person or video and take questions.

VIIl.  Now we shall hear from out Teen Court Administrator regarding
communication and peer juror responsibilities.

This concludesourforml Teen Court training. Le
then enjoy some lunciHANK YOU.
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Mock Trial Facts

TeenCourt Mock Trial Facts:

Ann Smith wasarrestedby the Belleville Police Departmenton September27, 2014 andcharged
with the offensesof minor in possessiorof alcohol andviolation of curfew. The police reportis as
follows:

Officer Smith waspatrolling in the areaof Walnut Hill Cemeteryand LaudermanParkaround
11:00 p.m. on Saturday,September27,2014. He noticedsomelights, like flashlightsin the Park,
which closesat dusk. He continuedto observeand continuedto seewhat appearedo beflashlight
lights. He extinguishedis lights on his vehicle and slowly droveinto the park, pointing his vehicle
towardsthe lights. He thenturnedon his lights andsaw4 or 5 individuals in the park sitting on
chairsby a parkedcar. They appearedo bedrinking alcoholic beveragesand one had a flashlight
that was extinguishedThe officer spokethrough his squadloud speakerand advisedthe persons

in the parkto freeze and he proceededowardthem on foot. One of the individuals was Ann Smith,
agel6. Shewasin possessiorof a Bud Light beer(it wasin herhandandpartially consumed)and
therewasa bottle of tequila with a shotglassby herfoot. Thetequila bottle wasopenand partly
consumed. Ms. Smith admittedto beingin possessiorof a six-pack of beeranda bottle of tequila.
Shesaidit washer birthday, andthey were celebrating.

Ms. Smith was placedunderarrestfor minor in possessiorof alcohol and curfew violation. She
wastakento the stationandreleasedon arecognizancebondto her parents. The chargeswere
referredto Teen Court by the State'sAttorney'soffice. Shehaspleadedguilty to both chargesand
comesbeforethe TeenCourt. Ms. Smith hasneverhadany previouschargesor police
involvement.

The other threeminors were also chargedwith the aboveoffenses andone minor wasalsocharged
with possessiorof marijuana. He possesse@ blunt which wasin his pantspocket. The other
alcohol confiscated waa 12-pack of Bud Light anda six-pack of wine cooler.

Ann is a 3.5 studentat Belleville East. Shelives with herparentsand hasone youngersibling. She
is active in churchandschoolactivities.
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Things We Have Learnec
Along The Way



St. Clair County TeenCourt
ParticipantFeedback

TeenCourt Date:

Pleasecheckthe appropriatdeenCourtrole below:

PeerJuror

Adult Volunteer
Offender
Parent

COMMENTS:

Thankyoul!
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COMMUNITY SERVICE MENTORS

A very popular restorative justice sentence is community sen@ammunityserviceis doneat
numerouslocationsin the county. We havea communityservicecoordinatoron staff. Locations
include churchesfood pantries,not for profit resaleshops,andmaintenanceof church
meditation/walkingpaths. The community servicehoursareon Saturdaymorningsfrom 8:00 a.m.to
Noon or 9:00a.mto 1:00 p.m.

Eachteendoing community serviceis supervisedby a mentor. Currently, St. Clair County
Deputy Sheriffs have"volunteered'to do this supervision. Male deputiesare assignedo male
teens andfemale deputiesare assignedo femaleteens. This processhasbeenextremely positive
and somementoring relationshipscontinue well beyondthe community servicetime. This
relationshipis beneficial to the teenand good community relationsfor law enforcement.

Our budgetprovidesfor paymentof the deputiesin exchangefor their time. We hopeto
expandour pool of mentors.
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GRADUATION

Graduationsre an important event for the St. Clair County Teen Court. Originally, graduations
were held at the end of the peer jury court hearings. During the last year, that policy changed.
Graduations are now held at the beginning of Teen Court.

Schedulig graduations at the beginning of Teen Court, before our hearings, has been a positive
change. Our graduations are extremely motivating and inspirational and help prepare the peer jurors
and adult volunteers for our restorative justice hearings.

Every teen who completes his or her restorative justice sentence is required to come to graduation,
and eachiespective familys included. Every graduate is called to the front by the moderator and
introduced. The moderator then asks the graduates to share what they did for their restorative justice
sentence. The moderator also asks them to discuss what part of their seatemeportant or helpful
to them. The moderator also asks what part of the sentence they will take with them, and, finally, what

theydve |l earned from the experience. What t he
truly inspirationaljnsightful and motivational. Often, the teens share their vision board or a portion of
an essay. Wedbve heard musical rap vision boar

also receives a certificate of completion, a Teen Court pin asdf@applause.

At the conclusion of graduation, we takéfeeen-minutebreak and share breakfast with our
graduates and their families. We have breakfast sandwiches and pastries. It is a beautiful way to begil
our Teen Court session.
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PEERJURORLETTER

St. Clair County TeenCourt offered a unique experiencethat allowed meto help reform my
community while simultaneously growingnto a more culturedandcaringindividual. My position
asa peerjuror openedmy eyesto cultural problemsthat sometimesgo unnoticedin today's society.
The largestof theseissuesis the stereotypicalview that oncea personcommits a crime they will
continue down the wrong path. A stigmastatingthat oncesomeoneis labeledasa criminal they are
stuck with thatlabel despiteall the good attributesthey possess.Teen Court shatteredthis
stereotype. TeenCourt was an amazingexperiencebecauset allowed meto havea more holistic
view of situations. Due to the natureof TeenCourt, | wasnot only ableto hearthe order of events
astold by a police report, but | wasalsoableto follow the youths' accountduring the eventsin
guestion. This is a perspectivethatis so often missedbecauset is easyto placealabel on someone
without understandinghe whole situation. The youth accountprovidesa deeperunderstandingof
not only why the youth committed the offense,but also what aspect=f the youth's life may have
beenbroughtthemto the point of committing an offense. Thereis somuchto be learnedfrom
listening to theseaccounts,andit wasfrom thesedepictionsthat| realizedthe beautyof TeenCourt.

As a peerjuror, | heardaccountsof troubledchildhoods, poor relationships,a lack of coping
skills, and mostimportantly the lack of a properrole modelthroughoutdayto-day life. These
accountsleadto a deeperunderstandingof the issuesbroughtin front of the TeenCourt. These
issuessometimesarisefrom a momentarylapsein judgmentor other factorssuchaspeerpressure,
but thereare somecasesn which the actualcauseof issuesis buried deeper. It wasin this that|
realized how similar the individuals of the jury areto the offender. Our situationsmay havevaried
slightly, but for the most partthe jurors andoffenderslead similar lives. Thereis a certain beautyin
theunderstandinghat mistakescan happen,andforgivenessis not anoption but a necessity. This
is not to saythe offendersshouldgo unpunished but ratherthat the offendersneedthe guidanceand
a peergroup to help them makethe right choicesand continuedown the right path. Throughthe
sentence®f the TeenCourt, | haveseenfirst handthe reformationof my peers,andthese
reformationsarean amazingthing that| continueto carry with me.

TeenCourt hasallowed me numerousopportunitiesto learnandgrow. | considermyself
blessedto havebeena member. | wasableto directly play arole in reforming and reshapingmy
peers'mindsettowards positive acts,and| realize now they were not the only onesto benefit. | was
blessedto be a memberof TeenCourt becausat hasopenedmy eyesto the big picture of society. |
realize now thatif peoplesetasidetheir differencesin orderto obtainonecommongoal, creatinga
functioning and peacefulsocietyis possible.

JonathanPowles
(Jonathanwasa peerjuror for two years)
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From Teen Offender 76
From: JaneDoe

TeenCourt wasa humbling yet beneficialexperiencegiven the circumstancesof why | wason the
other side of the peerjury. TeenCourt helpedme appreciatethe importanceof our community and
my role asa contributor, ratherthana user. TeenCourt alsohelpedme be thankful for the program
becausd wasforgiven nor havea permanentecordaffect my future. This programhelpedmy
future, contributing to why | shouldremaina strongerand betterperson. All the teenaggurors were
very inviting andunderstanshg whenl spoke andthat really helpedthe atmosphereall in all. Teen
Court wasa hugesaving for my future andme. Most important, it alsotaughtme forgiveness,to
standby my values andthat | shouldtake advantageof the opportunitiesl haveand havebeen
given.

From Parent:

We havehada unique perspectivewith TeenCourt. From one perspectiveany evert that would
necessitatecourt is stressfulenough. TeenCourt allowed us, asparentsthe knowledgethat kids
make mistakes,somemore egregiousthanothers,andthat thereis a channelfor true redemption,
opportunity, forgivenessandthat their future remainsin tact. TeenCourt wasalsotough, which we
alsofelt wasnecessary.Standingamongyour peers the reputationconsequenceis perhapsthe most
significant and beneficial consequence Equally important, for the teensparticipating asthe

jury, they learnfirst handthat mistakesaremade,and not alwaysby "bad" people. The jurors getto
seehow fairness,compassionandsomeappropriateconsequencesanimpact, changeor savea
young teen, The judgmentthatincluded both personaland community basedtaskswere beneficial
also. Finally, the experienceon both sidesof the benchhasbeenrevealing,helpful, and beneficial
for all in our family. We are,mostof all, grateful.
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Teen Court Participant Feedback
Comments/Remarks
(Collected on Saturday, November 11, 2016)

"This wasvery helpful. It helpedmechangemy life. This program shouldstayin businessit will
betterthe Black communityin a lot of waysand give usa secondchance.Thanksfor the second
chance"-Program Graduate

"l feellike this programwasa greatthing for mychild"- Parent

"Teen Court hasimpactedmy life tremendouslyto a point where | am moreinterestedin the law
and in the courtroom.Sotherefore,this is a very specialopportunity they havegivenme" -Peer
Juror

"Teen Court givespeoplewho makepoor choicessecondchancesat life. Their poor choicesin
their youngeryearsshouldn't haveto follow themfor therest of their lives" -Peer Juror

"Teen Court givesyoutha secondchanceand an opportunity for greatnes. It providesa hopeto
thosewho havemadepoor choicesand looking for a secondchanceat a well-roundedlife. It is
meaningfulto participate becausdt makesmefeel greatto help others.Weall makemistakes
and we all deservea chance.TeenCourt providesthis to all who seekforgiveness"-Peer Juror

"Teen Court is a greatprogram. It helpschangekidslives that havecomehere. It hasalso
changedme.| havelearnednot to judge anyone.l also knowto stayout of trouble and that there
is a secondchancefor mostpeople!" -Peer Juror

"St. Clair County TeenCourt hasa positiveimpacton boththe peoplegoing throughthe court
aswell asthejurors. This experiencehasshowedmethe consequencekcould haveif | wereto
act out aswell asthe favor givenby TeenCourt. | think it's a positive program that givespeople
a secondchance.l also think havingthe programsand communityserviceoption hasa positive
impact on the offender.1 not only like they shouldhavewritten sentenceso think abouttheir
actions but the communityserviceis a sacrifice aswell. TeenCourt hasmadea positiveimpact
on meand how | look at thelaw." -Peer Juror

"It wasniceto seetheimpactit had onthe peopleat graduation. | think thatit is a good
experiencefor everyoneinvolved"-Peer Juror

"My favorite part aboutthe TeenCourt program is seeingthe graduation. | loveto seethe
improvementghat eachof the kids has madein their lives. The sentenceseally do changelives
for the better"-Peer Juror

"l love TeenCourt. It think it is beneficialto not only the offenders,but for jurors aswell.
Offendersare givena chanceto start over and learn from their mistakes.Jurors are able to help
othersrestorethe damageand becomea more beneficialmemberof society.My favorite part is
seeinggraduations.You seepeoplegrow and learn and moveon to a better,more successful
future. TeenCourt is worth everyminutel putin.” -Peer Juror

-116-



"There wasonegraduatetoday (11-12-16) that | felt wasreally affectedby his TeenCourt
experiencel hopethat more peoplewill havehis attitude after completingthe program.”-Peer
Juror

"l believethat TeenCourt is very effectivein its purposeof giving first-time offendersan
opportunityto getbackon theright track without their incidenthavinga long-lasting effecton
their future. Oftentimes,we seeteensmakemistakescometo TeenCourt, and by the time they
completetheir sentenceand return for their graduation, it's very evidentthat their attitude and
visionhasc hanged. | this grogranwy thesateéniseithieravouldn't learn anythingfrom
their mistakesor it would stayon their record." -Peer Juror

"l think TeenCourt is somethingthat benefitsmanyteensbecauseheygeta secondchance.
Everyonemakesmistakesand | think this givesthema chanceto realize their mistakesand get
on a betterpath." -Peer Juror

"My favorite part of the program is beingable to seethe changesn peoplebeforeand after they
carry out their sentencesilt really showspeoplecan changeis theytry andreally work to bea
better person.Seeingthe defendantive their side of the story on the standallows usto seethe
real emotionsastheyrecountthe story of what happened: -Peer Juror

"Teen Court really helpspeople'sfutures.Theyhavea secondchanceat life. " -Peer Juror

“In the beginningtoday (I 1-12-16) therewasone graduatein particular who seemedike he
truly had a positive experience Many peoplewere praising him, his writing ability, and howhe
changedhis life around. It seenthat this program really helpedas he provided positivefeedback
for the kids. It's niceto seea programthat works and helpskids comebackfrom their mistakes."
-Peer Juror
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MISSION:
READINESS

COUNCIL FOR ASTRONG AMERICA

December 9, 2016

Senior military leaders know from first-hand experience that the men and women of the
United States Armed Forces are highly skilled, disciplined and dedicated; they must be,
in order to do the difficult work of national defense. It is imperative that future
generations are equal to the task.

But far too many young Americans reach adulthood without the basic qualifications
necessary for military service. U.S. Department of Defense data indicate that a full 71
percent of all17- to 24-year-olds are ineligible for military service, primarily because they
are too poorly educated, too overweight, have a history of drug abuse, and/or have
disqualifying criminal records.

The more than 600 retired generals and admirals of Mission: Readiness are deeply
troubled by the long-term national security implications of this startling reality. We must
take measures to help young Americans become citizen-ready-educated, healthy, and
prepared to do the work of our nation, whether in or out of uniform.

Youth crime poses a challenge for every community; it also has serious implications for
national security and the strength of our military. We must do everything possible to help
juvenile offenders correct their course, so they may enter adulthood with a full range of
options before them-including joining the workforce, enrolling in post-secondary
education, or serving in the military.

While the traditional criminal justice system remains an indispensable recourse for
dealing with the most serious crimes, there are better strategies to help prevent youth
who commit lower-level crimes from reoffending. Teen courts are a promising strategy to
reduce recidivism and get troubled kids back on track through the power of positive peer
influence. We welcome rigorous research and evaluation of teen and youth court
models; investigating high-potential efforts like these can lead us to a safer, stronger
America.

Amy Dawson-Taggart
National Director
Mission: Readiness

1212 New York Avenue NW | Suite 300 | Washington, DC 200051202.464.7
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