
Frequently asked questions about 
the pro bono requirement

After I have completed the hours 
needed for academic credit for an 

externship or Clinic, 
can I work additional hours for pro 

bono credit?

Does legal research work for a 
faculty member count as pro bono 

work?

Does the 35 hour requirement 
apply to me if I’m graduating in 

December instead of May?

Can legal work for a private law 
firm count if I'm not being paid and 
the law firm is also not being paid 

by the client?

OR yes

Can legal work for a private law firm 
count as pro bono if I'm not being 

paid, but the firm 
is being paid by the client?

 

 

Does community service work that is 
non-legal (like donating to a food 
pantry or collecting toys for a toy 
drive) count as pro bono work? 

 

Does non-law related work for a 
faculty member count as pro bono 

work?
 

Can I use work that I completed 
before I started law school?

 

 

 

  no


