
1 
 

Contracts I (LAW 511(1)) 

Fall 2024 

Class Meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 a.m.-12:15 a.m. 

Professor: Kurt A. Webber 

Office: Room 252 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m. or by appointment, preferably 
Wednesdays. 

Email: TBD 

Course Topics: 

This course is the first of a two-course sequence in contract law covering the concept, scope and 
function of contract as an institution for ordering resources exchange and allocation in society.  The 
sequence will cover the legal techniques for the promotion and securing of expectations created by 
exchange of promises: offer and acceptance, problems of consideration, interpretation, condition, 
assignments, breach of contracts and remedies.  Changes in the basic contract law in respect to 
contracts involving sale of goods under the U.C.C. will be noted and discussed in appropriate 
places. 

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Missouri have adopted the Uniform Bar Examination,  
https://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube, which includes contracts. This course covers some of the 
topics within that purview. Some will be moving to NextGen. 

Course Objectives: 

At the end of this course, students will be able to 

• Analyze a judicial opinion to isolate the issues and legal rules; 
• Identify various types of situations in which a promise may be broken, but the legal system 

will not grant damages or specific performance; 
• Identify the necessary elements of a contract and apply that knowledge to a factual 

situation; 
• Assess whether the terms of an advertisement are an offer enforceable by a buyer; 
• Distinguish between a promise to make a gift in the future (which may or may not be legally 

binding) and an offer to enter into a contract; 
• Identify other legal theories for recovering damages for the breaking of a promise in the 

absence of a contract; 
• Determine whether an agreement must be in writing to be legally enforceable as a contract; 
• Analyze whether prior oral or written agreements will be enforceable if the parties 

subsequently enter into a written agreement that does not contain those prior agreements; 
and  

• Understand how cultural differences may impact the manner in which contracts are formed 
and enforced and other promises are fulfilled or unfulfilled. 

https://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube
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D2L Brightspace (D2L): 

Communication is key to success in any academic endeavor. The primary means of 
communication outside of class meetings will be D2L. Check it regularly. 

iClicker®: 

Come prepared to participate via iClicker. iClicker will be used extensively during class to 
communicate as a group and help ensure material is being grasped in real-time. iClicker should be 
installed on the podium computer, https://calps.siu.edu/infofor/docs/smart.podiums.html, with a 
receiver for remotes. However, we will use the iClicker app, 
https://www.iclicker.com/students/apps-and-remotes/apps, instead of the remotes to reduce your 
cost and avoid technical problems associated with reception. An iClicker link to the course iClicker 
site will be provided on the first day of class. 

Attendance: 

Attendance will be taken at class meetings. If you miss more than 6 class meetings, you will not be 
allowed to take the final exam. 

Participation: 

You are expected to thoroughly read the assigned material and be prepared to discuss the subject 
matter during the next class meeting. Should you fail to fully participate in a class meeting, it will be 
considered a missed class meeting for purposes of attendance. 

Why is your participation important? It’s important because lectures are boring. My goal in each 
class meeting is to facilitate a lively discussion of the pertinent topics so we all learn from each 
other’s perspectives, questions, and advocacy. 

Workload: 

You are expected to abide by the ABA standards incorporating out-of-class work into the 
calculation of credit hours. Using round numbers, you should expect to spend at least 9 hours per 3 
credit hour class per week on your studies under those standards. 

Recordings: 

Do not record class meetings. Listening to a recording of a discussion another time is not an 
efficient way of studying law. Simmons automatically records class meetings for SIU 
accommodations. 

Written Assignment: 

During the semester, you must satisfactorily complete a written assignment to comply with the 
writing-across-the-curriculum and bar exam-type assessment requirement. You may not 
collaborate or use artificial intelligence. Failure to pass the assignment will preclude you from 
taking the final and result in an incomplete course grade. More details on this assignment will be 
provided as the semester progresses. 

  

https://calps.siu.edu/infofor/docs/smart.podiums.html
https://www.iclicker.com/students/apps-and-remotes/apps
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Course Textbook: 

The required textbook is CHARLES L. KNAPP, ET AL., PROBLEMS IN CONTRACT LAW: CASES AND 

MATERIALS (10th ed. 2023) (Textbook). 

Tentative Reading Schedule: 

All reading taken from Textbook. 

August 20 (Cl. 1) 1-5 (end before B. The Structure of Contract Law) 
August 22 (Cl. 2) 5 (begin at B. The Structure of Contract Law)-22 
August 27 (Cl. 3) 23-47 (end before Problem 2-1) 
August 29 (Cl. 4) 47-65 
September 3 (Cl. 5) 66-84 (end before Comment: Contracting to Bargain in Good 

Faith) 
September 5  (Cl. 6) 84 (begin at Comment: Contracting to Bargain in Good Faith)-

101 (end before Comment: The Functions Performed by Legal 
Formalities) 

September 10 (Cl. 7) 101 (begin at Comment: The Functions Performed by Legal 
Formalities)-114 (end before Comment: The Power of Agents to 
Bind Their Principals) 

September 12 (Cl. 8) 114 (begin at Comment: The Power of Agents to Bind Their 
Principals)-133 (end before C. Contract Formation Under Article 
2 of the Uniform Commercial Code) 

September 17 (Cl. 9) 133 (begin at C. Contract Formation Under Article 2 of the 
Uniform Commercial Code)-158 (end before 5. Contrast with 
UCC Article 2) 

September 19 (Cl. 10) 158 (begin at 5. Contrast with UCC Article 2)-176 (end before 5. 
Remedial issues)-196 

September 24 (Cl. 11) 176 (begin at 5. Remedial issues)-196 (end before 6. Does the 
UCC apply?) 

September 26 (Cl. 12) 196 (begin at 6. Does the UCC apply?)-212  
October 1 (Cl. 13) 213-225 (end before 2. Charitable Subscriptions) 
October 3 (Cl. 14) 225 (begin at 2. Charitable Subscriptions)-254 (end before B. 

Liability in the Absence of Acceptance: Option Contracts, 
Offeree Reliance, and Statutory Limitations on Revocation) 

October 8  Midterm Week 
October 10  Midterm Week 
October 15 (Cl. 15) 254 (begin at B. Liability in the Absence of Acceptance: Option 

Contracts, Offeree Reliance, and Statutory Limitations on 
Revocation)-272 (end before Pop’s Cones, Inc. v. Resorts 
International Hotel, Inc.) 

October 17 (Cl. 16) 272 (begin at Pop’s Cones, Inc. v. Resorts International Hotel, 
Inc.)-287 (end before C. Liability for Benefits Received: The 
Principle of Restitution) 

October 22 (Cl. 17) 287 (begin at C. Liability for Benefits Received: The Principle of 
Restitution)-305 (end before Watts v. Watts) 

October 24 (Cl. 18) 305 (begin at Watts v. Watts)-322 (end before Webb v. McGowin) 
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October 29 (Cl. 19) 322 (begin at Webb v. McGowin)-334 
October 31 (Cl. 20) 335-354 (end before 1. Interests in land) 
November 5 (Cl. 21) 354 (begin at 1. Interests in land)-372 (end before B. The Sale of 

Goods Statute of Frauds: UCC § 2-201) 
November 7 (Cl. 22) 372 (begin at B. The Sale of Goods Statute of Frauds: UCC § 2-

201)-386 
November 12 (Cl. 23) 387-405 (end before Frigaliment Importing Co. v. B.N.S. 

International Sales Corp.) 
November 14 (Cl. 24) 405 (begin at Frigaliment Importing Co. v. B.N.S. International 

Sales Corp.)-426 (end before 1. Reasonable expectation of 
coverage in C & J Fertilizer case) 

November 19 (Cl. 25) 426 (begin at 1. Reasonable expectation of coverage in C & J 
Fertilizer case)-440 (end before Taylor v. State Farm Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Co.) 

November 21 (Cl. 26) 440 (begin at Taylor v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Co.)-459 (end before Fraud and the Parol Evidence Rule) 

December 3 (Cl. 27) TBD 
December 5 (Cl. 28) TBD 
December 9 Beginning of finals 

 

Method of Evaluation: 

You will be evaluated based upon a midterm (25% of grade) and a final examination (75% of grade). 
Both are closed book, in-person, examinations. You may not collaborate or use artificial 
intelligence in any exam. 

The midterm will be during the time assigned during Midterm Week. The final will be during the 
assigned period of SIU finals, i.e., December 9-13. More details on the midterm and final will be 
provided as the semester progresses. 
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