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Seminar: Slavery, Race and Law in Southern Illinois 

Fall, 2024 

Class sessions:   

Fridays, 9:30am – noon 

Room 164 

 

Teacher: Sheila Simon 

Office: room 228, plus downstairs in the administrative suite 

Email: ssimon@siu.edu 

Cell phone 618 967-2062 

Secretary: Cynthia Heisner 

 

Textbook: There is no required textbook for this class.   

 

What you can expect to learn: In this seminar we will have the chance to look at Southern 

Illinois law and history on slavery and race.  These topics are rarely studied, partly because we 

are not in a major population center and partly because the topics are uncomfortable.  As 

lawyers we should understand the law, but it’s sure hard to do that without an understanding 

of where we have been.  In this seminar you will get to choose your area of research, develop 

your expertise, write to deepen your understanding, choose a way to share what you have 

learned, and, I hope, have an impact.   

 

This is a seminar, which is an amazing opportunity for us to work together.  I'll provide the 

structure and the basics, and you get to choose the direction for your research, writing, and 

presentations to the class.  Bottom line -- you will get to dig into an area of law that is 

interesting to you, polish your research and writing skills, and try to take it outside of school 

and have an impact.  Yessss! 

 

Attendance: Be here – it’s a huge part of what will make this class work.  Class participation 

will be a part of your grade, so that’s another good reason to come to class.  We will be going to 

some of the places we will be studying.   Classes are on Friday mornings, although we will have 

some class days off to give you time for research, writing, and conferences.   

 

Workload expectations:  You might not have thought about how much work you will put into 

each class, but the American Bar Association has!  The American Bar Association standards for 

accrediting law schools contain a formula for calculating the amount of work that constitutes 

one credit hour. According to ABA Standard 310(b)(1), “a “credit hour” is an amount of work 

that reasonably approximates: (1) not less than one hour of classroom or direct faculty 

instruction and two hours of out-of-class student work per week for fifteen weeks, or the 

equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.” This is a three credit-hour class, 

meaning we will spend our Friday mornings together most weeks. The rules of the school of 

law allow us to forego several class sessions to allow you more time for research, writing, and 
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conferences. Overall, your reading, research, writing and class sessions should take an average 

of nine hours each week.  

 

 

 

Grades:  Your grade will be based on the following factors:   

 Class participation     20 percent 

Outline of the first paper   10 percent 

First paper     30 percent 

First draft of the second product  10 percent 

Final draft of second product   30 percent 

 

Assignments must be submitted by D2L or in person directly to me.  No late submissions will 

receive credit unless permission has been granted in advance.   

 

Writing Targets: Students in senior seminars at the School of Law are required to produce a 

paper or papers totaling 7500 words, which is about 31 pages, double spaced.  In our class the 

large paper will be due early in the semester (you will hate me for this, but it will work). That 

will allow you time to produce a second work which is targeted for publication in some fashion.  

We’ll talk in class about publications that are good targets for your work.  

 

D2L:  Keep posted on news, assignments, any changes in the syllabus and other good stuff 

through D2L. 

 

Office hours:  Stop by.  This semester it may be harder to catch me, so if I’m not free when you 

stop by, make an appointment. We can meet in my office, online, or by phone, whatever works 

for you.  My property class is on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3, so those times are out for sure. 

  

Recording class sessions: All class sessions held here at the law school will be recorded and 

posted.  My experience with the recordings is that they work most of the time but there’s no 

guarantee.  If you have to miss something that you really want to benefit from, have a classmate 

take notes.      

 

Final exam:  No final exam for this class.  Party on! 

 

Stress!  What stress?   The University and the School of Law recognize that there are lots of 

potential stressors in your life.  Here is some information on Saluki Cares, a campus-wide effort 

to be there to support you:  The purpose of Saluki Cares is to develop, facilitate and coordinate 

a university-wide program of care and support for students in any type of distress—physical, 

emotional, financial, or personal. By working closely with faculty, staff, students, and their 

families, SIU will continue to display a culture of care and demonstrate to our students and 

their families that they are an important part of the community. For Information on Saluki 

Cares: (618) 453-2461, or siucares@siu.edu, https://salukicares.siu.edu/ or get in touch with me.  

mailto:siucares@siu.edu
https://salukicares.siu.edu/


3 

 

 

Disabilities and accommodations:  I want everyone in this class to succeed.  If a disability is 

challenging you, here is some information about how to seek accommodations: SIU 

Carbondale is committed to providing an inclusive and accessible experience for all students 

with disabilities. Disability Support Services coordinates the implementation of 

accommodations. If you think you may be eligible for accommodations but have not yet 

obtained approval, please contact DSS immediately at 618-453-5738 or 

disabilityservices.siu.edu. You may request accommodations at any time, but timely requests 

help to ensure accommodations are in place when needed. Accommodations and services are 

determined through an interactive process with students and may involve consideration of 

specific course design and learning objectives in consultation with faculty. Upon completion of 

a Disability Accommodation Agreement with DSS, students should bring the agreements for 

each course to the School of Law Registrar’s Office to ensure the School of Law provides the 

proper classroom and examination accommodations.  

 

COVID-19. SIUC’s policy on face masks and social distancing is consistent with the guidance 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Illinois Department of Public 

Health. For up-to-date information, students, faculty, and staff should visit SIUC’s COVID 

website (https://siu.edu/coronavirus), which includes the Saluki Safety Plan. People can also 

send email to pandemicinfor@siu.edu.  

 

 

Tornado? Flood?  We ask that you become familiar with Emergency Preparedness @ SIU. 

Emergency response information is available on posters in buildings on campus, on the 

Emergency Preparedness @ SIU website, and through text and email alerts. To register for 

alerts, visit http://emergency.siu.edu/. 

 

Class schedule:  

This is the schedule of when we will meet, have presentations, turn in outlines and papers.  

Several of our classes will be visits to locations outside of the law school.  Any changes to the 

schedule will be posted to D2L.   

 

 

August 23: introduction to class, discussion of possible research topics.  The last hour of class 

with Kimberly France, SIU law grad and author of Black Settlements in Southern Illinois. 

 

August 30: First part of class on topics. Bring three ideas you are considering for your big paper.  

Then we’ll take a break to move over to Morris Library for the second part of class. Moira 

Fiscus, of Morris Library, will give us an introduction to historical research.   

 

September 6: field trip to Cairo to meet with author and historian Darrel Dexter 

Meet at the Cairo Public Library, 1609 Washington, Ave, Cairo, at 10:00 
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September 13:   conferences on developing topic and outline 

 

September 20: Field trip to Equality, meet with Mark York and Todd Carr, local historians 

 Meet at the Ohio River Visitor Center, 120 W. Lane, Equality, at 10:30am 

Outline of paper due at 5pm today.  

 

September 27: class time will be used for scheduled and drop-by conferences on research and 

writing 

 

October 4:  presentations on first paper 

 

October 11:   no class and I’ll be out of town this week 

 

October 18:  Presentations of first paper, continued 

 

October 25:   no class today.  I’ll be out of town this Thursday and Friday, but available earlier     

in the week for questions of your drafts.  

Papers due by 5pm today. 

  

November 1:  field trip to General John A. Logan Museum, 1613 Edith Street, Murphysboro,   

10:00am 

 

November 8: conferences, draft of second work product due today at 5pm. 

 

November 15: presentations of second work product 

 

November 22:  last day of class presentations of second work product  

Second work product due at 5pm today. 

 

 

 

 


