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MASTERING LEGAL EDUCATION 

 

INSTRUCTOR:   Anna M. Vick 
 
E-MAIL:  anna.vick@siu.edu 
 
OFFICE:  Lesar Law Building, Room 226  
 
OFFICE HOURS: MW by Zoom Appointment Only 
   TR 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. open hours* and 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. by appointment* 
 
REQUIRED TEXT: None  
 
MEETING TIMES: Tuesday 3:00 p.m.-3:50 p.m.  

Lesar Law Building, Room 202* 
 
 
Welcome!  As part of the Academic Success Program (ASP), this year long course focuses on developing skills that 
are critical to your success in law school.  This fall we will focus on: (1) case reading and briefing; (2) 
synthesizing, summarizing, and creating a framework for course content (aka outlining); (3) building legal 
analysis skills and demonstrating rule application via written essays and multiple-choice questions; (4) 
improving your time management skills; and 5) helping you become a more skillful self-regulated learner.  
A draft schedule for the fall semester (subject to change) is attached at the end of this syllabus.   

The main goals of the ASP are to help you succeed in your law school classes and develop skills and knowledge that 
will enable you to confidently pass the bar and become an effective lawyer.  

The Academic Success Program (ASP) is comprised of three faculty members, including myself. The other ASP 
Team Members are Professor Cox, Director of ASP and Professor Warren. While I will be primarily responsible for 
guiding the course for Section 2, other ASP members will be available to assist you and may participate in class 
activities from time to time and throughout your time in law school. Please seek any of our help at any time. We 
love to serve as sounding board and to coach to success.  

The Mastering Legal Education class (Mastery class) has requirements to achieve the “S” credit, but it offers you 
much more the opportunity to improve your skills to as high a level as you would like to take them. Put in the effort 
and let us coach you to as high a level as you wish to achieve. You may be surprised at what you can accomplish! 

The Mastery class is graded on an S/U basis. If you do not satisfy the requirements this course you will receive 
a U and not receive the transcript credit. You must demonstrate that you are putting forth a good-faith effort to 
build and master the foundational skills listed herein to earn a Satisfactory grade.  I will work with you as needed 
throughout the year on each skill to help you develop mastery.  YOU MUST TIMELY SUBMIT ALL 
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS AND RE-WRITES, ATTEND CLASS, AND PARICIPATE IN ALL 
REQUIRED INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THIS COURSE.   

*COVID flexibility and requirements. Given the continuing pandemic, we will need to be potentially flexible as 
to how class might be conducted. For health reasons (mine, yours, the state’s, the community’s) it might become 
advisable to move completely to Zoom instead of having live classes. Individual required conferences are currently 
planned to be in person, but circumstances may change and lead to a switch to Zoom. Office hours are offered via 
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Zoom and in-person at this time, but it may become prudent to move to Zoom only office hours at some point.  

We will follow university guidance as directed by public health experts, regarding mask wearing. At this time, masks 
will be required in class regardless of vaccination status or the ability to socially distance.   

Laptops and Electronic Devices. Please use responsibly.   

Regular attendance is part of successful completion of the Mastery class.  You are allowed only one (1) 
class absence and you are not permitted to miss an individual conference.  You will miss important 
information and/or exercises if you miss class and are therefore strongly discouraged from missing any class 
sessions. Tardiness also may count as an absence. It is possible to attend class by Zoom even if the whole class is 
not being conducted via Zoom, but you should let me know in advance if you will be attending class by Zoom 
when we are having a live class. If you miss more than one class session by not being present either in person or via 
Zoom, you will be in jeopardy of failing the class.  Additionally, this class is not recorded on a regular basis.  

Workload Expectations:  All assignments in the Mastery course are tailored to complement your doctrinal 
courses. Everything you do for the Mastery class is rooted in doctrinal material and developing the skills necessary 
for law school success (and eventually to pass the bar exam).  Every assignment represents a task you should be 
doing for your doctrinal courses regardless of whether this was explicitly assigned in your doctrinal course.  Thus, 
there are few if any requirements for the Mastery class that take you beyond the workload expectations for 
achieving success in your doctrinal courses.   

Individual Conferences:  Two Individual meetings are required.  You are ALWAYS welcome to schedule 
additional conferences, which is highly desirable. 
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Mastery Class Schedule: Required assignments are highlighted below. You must demonstrate that you 
are putting forth a good-faith effort to complete all required assignments. A good-faith effort is 
demonstrated by submitting assignments on time and completing assignments in a professional manner 
(both in content and submission). If you fail to show a good-faith effort, you will receive a U and not 
receive transcript credit. 

   Lecture Topic     Assignment 

1/11/22  First Semester and Final Exam    None 
  Decompression 
 

1/18/22  Memory Retention and Mastering   Sign up for Individual Conference 
   CiRac/IRAC/CRAC/CREAC  

 
1/25/22  No Class/Individual Conferences   Attend Individual Conference 

2/1/22   Civil Procedure Exercise    Attend Individual Conference 

Contracts Question 7-3 (pg.710-712; 
Knapp) Due 2/2 at 4:00 p.m. 

2/8/22   Deconstruction of Contracts Question   None 

2/15/22  Outlining Workshop     None      

2/22/22  Midterm Review     None 

3/1/22   No Class—Midterm Exams    None 

3/8/22   No Class—Spring Break    None 

3/15/22  Midterm Exam Decompression   Sign up for Individual Conferences 
          Attend Individual Conferences 
 
3/22/22  No Class/Individual Conferences   Attend Individual Conferences 

3/29/22 In-class Exercise     None 

4/5/22   Essay Deconstruction     Essay Question Due 4/5 at 3:00pm 

4/12/22  No Class      None 

4/19/22  1L Wrap Up!!!       None 
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SYLLABUS ATTACHMENT 
SIU SCHOOL OF LAW – SPRING 2022 

 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: We ask that you become familiar with Emergency Preparedness at SIU.  Emergency 
response information is available on posters in buildings on campus, on the Emergency Preparedness at SIU website 
and through text and email alerts.  To register for alerts, visit: http://emergency.siu.edu/. 

 
DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES. SIU Carbondale is committed to providing an inclusive and accessible experience for 
all students with disabilities. Disability Support Services coordinates the implementation of accommodations. If you 
think you may be eligible for accommodations but have not yet obtained approval, please contact DSS immediately at 
618-453-5738 or disabilityservices.siu.edu. You may request accommodations at any time, but timely requests help to 
ensure accommodations are in place when needed. Accommodations and services are determined through an 
interactive process with students and may involve consideration of specific course design and learning objectives in 
consultation with faculty. Upon completion of a Disability Accommodation Agreement with DSS, students should use 
the DSS Student Portal to notify their faculty members and the School of Law Registrar’s Office of their 
accommodations.  

 
SALUKI CARES. The purpose of Saluki Cares is to develop, facilitate and coordinate a university-wide program of care 
and support for students in any type of distress—physical, emotion, financial, or personal.  By working closely with 
faculty, staff, students, and their families, SIUC will continue to display a culture of care and demonstrate to our 
students and their families that they are an important part of the community.  For Information on Saluki Cares: (618) 
453-2461, or siucares@siu.edu, https://salukicares.siu.edu/index.php. At the School of Law, Assistant Dean Judi Ray is 
also available to help students access university resources. Her email is judiray@siu.edu and her phone number is  
618- 453-3135. 
 
COVID-19. SIUC’S policy on face masks and social distancing is consistent with the guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the Illinois Department of Public Health.  For up-to-date information, students, 
faculty, and staff should visit SIUC’s COVID website (siu.edu/coronavirus), which includes the Saluki Safety Plan.  
People can also send an email to pandemicinfo@siu.edu.  
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