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Course Description  

This course examines the constitutional and statutory framework governing the criminal justice 
process from investigation through trial. Using Criminal Procedure: Cases and Materials, 3rd 
edition, by Cynthia Lee and Song Richardson, students will examine how the Fourth, Fifth, and 
Sixth Amendments shape law enforcement practices, prosecutorial discretion, and defendants' 
rights. Emphasis will be placed on striking a balance between effective policing and individual 
liberty and equality under the law. 

Course Learning Objectives 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze constitutional protections related to search, seizure, interrogation, and counsel. 
2. Evaluate Supreme Court precedent shaping criminal justice procedure. 
3. Apply criminal procedure doctrines to factual scenarios. 
4. Examine the intersection of race, bias, and policing as this relates to building professional 

identity, bias, cross-cultural competency, and anti-racism. 
5. Develop oral advocacy and analytical writing skills through class discussions and 

exercises. 

Required Text 

• Cynthia Lee & Song Richardson, Criminal Procedure: Cases and Materials (3rd 
edition). 

• Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure (latest version). 
• Selected supplemental readings (posted to D2L). 



Assessment 

• Class Participation & Discussion: 10% 
• Midterm Exam: 30% 
• Final Exam: 60% 

Class Policies 

• Attendance is mandatory; more than two unexcused absences may affect your grade. I 
give credit for class participation; when you are absent, you cannot participate. 

• Laptops are permitted for note-taking and research only. 
• Students must come prepared to discuss all assigned cases and problems. 
• If you come to class late, you will be asked to leave/not given credit for attendance. 
• Respectful, inclusive discussion is expected at all times. 

 

Course Outline: 27 Class Meetings* 

Class 1  1/12/26 1-44  Class 15 3/4/26  600-642 

Class 2 1/14/26 44-88  Class 16 3/16/26 642-683 

Class 3 1/21/26 90-131  Class 17 3/18/26 683-725  

Class 4 1/26/26 133-174 Class 18  3/23/26 725-762 

Class 5 1/28/26 175-211 Class 19 3/25/26 763-801 

Class 6 2/2/26  212-254 Class 20 3/30/26 804-845 

Class 7 2/4/26  255-299 Class 21 4/1/26  845-882 

Class 8 2/9/26  299-349 Class 22 4/6/26  883-917 

Class 9 2/11/26 351-392 Class 23 4/8/26  917-949 

Class 10 2/16/26 392-431 Class 24 4/13/26 949-986 

Class 11 2/18/26 432-476 Class 25 4/15/26 987-1032 

Class 12 2/23/26 478-513 Class 26  4/20/26 1033-1049 

Class 13 2/25/26 513-559 

Class 14 3/2/26  559-600 Class 27  4/22/26  REVIEW 



 
*One class must be completed to meet the ABA requirements. You will be assigned to watch the 
film 13th by Ava DuVernay. It is free to watch online. It is mandatory to watch, but you have 
until the end of the semester to do so. 
 

These constitute the majority of the Criminal Procedure content on the bar exam. This does 
not preclude testing in other areas. 

• Fourth Amendment (search, seizure, warrants, exceptions) 
• Exclusionary rule & fruits 
• Miranda, interrogation, voluntariness 
• Right to counsel & identification procedures 
• Plea bargaining 
• Double jeopardy 
• Trial rights (jury selection, fair trial) 
• Sentencing  
• Technology & privacy (Riley / Carpenter) 

 

SYLLABUS ATTACHMENT 
SIU SIMMONS LAW SCHOOL – Spring 2026 

 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: We ask that you become familiar with Emergency 
Preparedness @ SIU. Emergency response information is available on posters in buildings on 
campus, on the Emergency Preparedness @ SIU website, and through text and email alerts. To 
register for alerts, visit http://emergency.siu.edu/. 

 
DISABILITY POLICY. SIU Carbondale is committed to providing an inclusive and 
accessible experience for all students with disabilities. The Office of Access and 
Accommodations, formerly Disability Support Services, coordinates the implementation of 
accommodations. If you think you may be eligible for accommodations but have not yet 
obtained approval, please contact OAA immediately at 618-453-5738 or 
disabilityservices.siu.edu. You may request accommodations at any time, but timely requests 
help to ensure accommodations are in place when needed. Accommodations and services are 
determined through an interactive process with students and may involve consideration of 
specific course design and learning objectives in consultation with faculty.  Please send 
approved accommodations to your faculty through the DSS online portal. 

 
SALUKI CARES and COUNSELING & PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES (CAPS). The 
purpose of Saluki Cares is to develop, facilitate and coordinate a university-wide program of 
care and support for students in any type of distress—physical, emotional, financial, or 
personal. By working closely with faculty, staff, students, and their families, SIU will continue 
to display a culture of care and demonstrate to our students and their families that they are an 

http://emergency.siu.edu/
https://disabilityservices.siu.edu/


important part of the community. For Information on Saluki Cares: (618) 453-2461, or 
siucares@siu.edu, https://salukicares.siu.edu/. Associate Dean Shelia Simon ssimon@siu.edu 
or (618) 536-8321) is available at the Simmons Law School to help students access university 
resources.  Additionally, counseling services are available through CAPS (Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) | Student Health Services | SIU).  A counselor is at the law 
school every Wednesday from noon until 4:30 pm in Room 268 for drop-in appointments. 

 
SAFETY AWARENESS FACTS AND EDUCATION Title IX makes it clear that violence 
and harassment based on sex and gender is a Civil Rights offense subject to the same kinds of 
accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected 
categories, such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources here: http://safe.siu.edu  
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